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ABSTRACT

This project contains guided question sheets and topics
for discussions on cultural values which I developed
.while leading a summer Outbound group to France. They

are designed to help students who are in an immersion

or homestay situation to focus their attention on the
various aspects of everyday life in France, to make
careful observations, to share and compare their findings
with other gréup members with the goal of gaining greater
understanding of and appreciation for the French culture. |




TABLE OF CONTENTS

In The Beginning... =« . . . . .
The Purpose . . . . . . .
The Project In Practice . . . . .
Conclusions ..7 . . . . . .
Introduction Tb The Appendices . . .
Appendix A : The Drop-off, . . . .
Appendix B : The Observation Cards .
Greetings . - . . . . .

Tu and Vous . . . . . . .

The Family . . . . . . .
Children. . . . . .
Food and Drink . e . - . .

- Shopping. .« « + .o . . .
Religion. . . . . . . .
Transport . . .‘ . . . .

The Open Market . . . . . .

The Cafe. .« .+ « o o . .
Advertising . . . . e . .
Gfaffiti. . . . . . . .
Clothing Styles . . « . | . .
Regional Différences. . . . .

Symbols of France . . . . .

Appéi&ix &WE”DiSéussions of Cultuiéiuﬁgiﬁesu

Pime, -

- L g L - L4 - L J

G’Dals - ] » - L] L

- L

~] O B~ N

11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27
28
28




Class and Statuse .+ .+ .+ .+ o+ . - .+ 29
Money and Material Wealth . . . .. . . 29
Human Relationships ; s+« e . .. . 30
Gender o o . . e e e . e . . 30
The Natural World . .« .+ .+ . .+ o ‘. 31
‘Health and Nutrition. . . . . . . . 3

Work and Leisure. . . - . . PS>
Education and Awareness « . . . - . . . 32
Modesty + .+ o« o . . . . . . . 33
Cultural Pride . .+ + o+ o o+ . . . 33
Supérsﬁitions e s+ s+ e e+ 4 4+ 4 . 33
Proverbs. .« e . . . e e« . . 33
Appendix D : Other Materials c e e+« e« . . 34
R Ways to Work on Ianguwage. . ., "« o o+ o 35
Things to Do during the Homestay. . . . . 36

Appendix E : Bibliography. . . . . . . . 37




NN
N NI
PR LA HTA

. IN THE BEGINNING...

The idea behind this project germinated in my mind as I

vas considering my role as an Outbound leader in terms of
facilitating eultural learning. This would be an easy task, I

‘“thought My posting was to France, a country in which I have not'
only spent a lot of time, but also feel very much at home, But
then I realized that for this very reason my position would be
-a rather delicate one. I wanted to find a way by which I could
use my own knowledge of the french culture to enhance my group's
éxperiences, to channel their discoveries, observations and
reactions in the most constructive manner in order that they
should reach their own conclusions about the French people and
culture, . aat

While working in the Foreign Language Office, I had come
across a book on France produced by The Wider Horizons Discovery
Program, which contained activities for visiting High Schqpl
students to France, designed to focus their observations on
specific feétures of French culture. I decided that I could
create question cards along similar lines which would expldre
in depth those aspects which relate most directly to the unique
experiences of the Experimenter, while at the same time being

more specifically geared to the French culture than The

Experiment's own Observation Guide.




TBE PURPOSE

- My Imtention was fhat this project would emable my group
members to deepen their understanding-and appreciation of the
French culture ‘through providing a firm basis from which they
ﬁnwould be able to examine 1ts functioning.

:ij There is a Dogon proverb which states:"The stranger sees
only what he knows", Of course, he will be notic1ng more than
just the familiar, but he will be seeking to confirm the
generalizations he has heard already, his preconceptions, and
will be‘intérpreting what he does see in.terms of his own
cultnral values and experiences, '

To get beyond that attitude towards a new culfure, to

penetrate and see it as it really is, rather than how one thinks

it is or should be, the stranger needs to observe carefully what
is going on around him,'fof these are the concrete and external
manifestations of:the‘values, attitudes and neliefn of that
culture,

The cards, I had hoped,. would prove suinable to tnat very
purpose, They would!_at,1qnst,"encourage curiqsity and active
involvement in the new culfure through_explorntion;-investigation
énd’observation.,They-could be worked on by individuals, in any
ordér, at any speed, and could help fiilfin.moments of bnredom

with a constructive learning exercise. The guiding questions

.

would help grﬁgﬁgmembers to focus their attention carefully on
various aspecfn_of everydayfli%e and. offer direcfion for
analyzing the new and unfamiliar patferns. At the same time,

they would allow individuals the space for making their own




discoveries and help them to organize their impressions. Lastly,

I had hoped that they would lead the grdup membere to look
beyond the.obvioﬁs,_tp examine cultural patterns in more depth
andrhelp increase understanding through clarifying cﬁltural
differences. Thus, the project would pro#ide the means for
making the fullest use of the six week stay for learning about
and for'gaining an appreciation for the French culture.

A danger which faces the obsérver, is the tendency to make
overgeneralizations about the culture from iimited experiences
within it, This was where I felt that investigations on an
individual ievel would be able to benefit and support the
learning of the grdup as a whole. My aim was that by sharing
and comparing observations, through discussion we would be able
to refine generalizations and to reach conclusions n6§'on1y
about the most common patterns, but also about the variety and

range present within the French culture.




THE PROJECT IN PRACTICE

I bhad originally planned to compose the cards before
leaving, the States and to xerox them, so that I would be able
to provide eadh group member with her own set, but lack of time
prevented me from doing this. As it turned out, however, this
proved to be a very good thing,

I,ended.up writing the cards during the homestay where I
was immersed in the French culture and reminded of countless
details, dimenéions and dynamics which I would surely have
forgotten %o include had I managed to prepare them in advance.
The_fact‘that I was in a French family at the time enabled me
to create cards on those aspects of daily life which were the
most relevant,tp the Experimenters' experiences and‘%o offer
questions on these which were both specific and gave direction
%o their cultural exploration. ‘

. The originél question cards, of which there were four
copies of each, were written on index cards and shared between
group members according to the proximity of their hoﬁestays.
I'gave out the first fhree on the sixth day of the.homestay
period while on the group.visit to Mont St Michel, -and explained
their use in aiding cultural exploration amd 1earning. Thereafter,
T distributed a further eight cards at intervals up to the end

of the homestay period. On receiving a new card, the group

members copied the questions into their journals, therefore,
“even if they were unable to complete all the answers in detail,
they had at least absorbed the guestions through this task.

During the Informal Trip, I gave out a few more cards

4




dealing with more general topics.

An important part of the learning process was the sharing
and comparing of obsérvations. Unfortunately, if was difficult
to set aside enough time for this during the travel period. There
was also more urgent business to be taken care of - general
discuséion on the homestay, observations on regional differences,
planniﬁg activities, travel arrangements and talking about
re-entry to the States. The discussions on those cards which
related to family life and issues affectihg young people went
very well, and for some of the others - eg. Food and Drink,
Shoppiﬁg, Transport, etec. ; I drew out only the key points for
discussion and the questions about which I knew there would be
contrasting answers. Further discussions on points emerging from
the cards took place spontaﬁeousiy and informally in ;Eall .
groups while travelling. 3

In the cards themselves I had included a minimum of questions
calling:for comparisons or personal reactions, My intentions hag
not been to avoid these areas completely. I knew they would
probably be the most prominent features in'my group members!
journals. I had, however, hoped that through this deliberate
omission 1 would enable them to see French cultural patterns
nore cleaély in the context of the entire way of life, without

the constant temptation of making cultural judgments. The

discussions allowed these reactions to surface, This is a

delicate sfep in the growth of cross-cultural awareness and
usually by questioning further (eg.Why do you think the French
like to buy their eels 1ive?); reasoning led to an understanding

and acceptance of the situation.
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CONCLUSIONS

The group members were unanimous about the value of the
cards in helping them to focus their attention and to make
clear cultural observations on the different aspects of French
everyday life experienced during the stay, but they were unable
- to complete them_all'thnroughly through lack of time, I was
| very satisfied with the reSu-l'-t's}. of the project, although if I
was to lead anofher group I would make a few minor changes in
the process. I wouid confine the cards to the homestay period so
that the travel period would be left reasonably free for
discussions on the findings, cultural values and regional
variations.

I think that this project would probably work best with a
semester programme where there would be more time available for
making the observationé and following them up with weekly
discussions on the various topics.

Altho&gh developed specifiéally for looking at the French
culture,.l believe this project could be adapted successfully
to programmes in other countries, through some minor adjustﬁents
~and cultural translations, I also think that some of the aspects,
patternsand values which this projecf seeks to clarify are areas
which could be explored in thellanguage classrobm, especially in

conjunction with films, cultural texts and interviews with

natives of fﬁéﬁtarget culture,



INTRODUCTION TO THE APPENDICES

Appendix A : The Drop-off

This was an experiment in the technique of using cards

contalnlng gulded questions as an aid to cultural :

_exploratlon.

- Appendix B : The Obéerﬁation Cards

These are revised, improved versions of %he originals. The
revisions thch have been made are mostly based on points

. which emerged during the discussions;'“_

Appendix € : Discussions on Cultural Values
. These are suggested topics and questions for discussions
designed to aid exploration of the values, attitudes and

[l

beliefs in the French culture today.

Appendix D : Other Materials w ] ;
- This section contains the lists compiled from discussions
during Orientation on suggested ways to work on language .

skills and things to do during the homestay to increase

cultural involvement.

Appendix E Biblibgr@phyq;







THE DROP-~OFF

.On the second day of Orientation the group had their first
direct exposure to the French culture in the form of a drop-off
to the small town of Ia Ferte sous Jouarre (pop. 6000) I divided

: _them 1nto groups of four which 1 felt would enable them to walk

_Tareund withqgt;belpgetooaeonsplcuous. My 1nstructions were to
get.a feel for the town so thet on return they should be able
to drey}a plan locating landmarks and main buildings;;I then gave
them the question cards I hadfprepared. These were deeigned to
' encourage cdﬁmunication,'exﬁleratien:and discovery of the various
components of a small French town. The four basic tasks which
involved changing money:- and sending a post card home were
assigned to each group. Beyond that. the questions“wereadlfferent-
on each card, although they dealt with the samerleeations.
Whereas the questions asked only abouyﬁtheieel and
praetical aspects of the town, the discussion afterwards focused
almost entirely on the human - obeervations of the people and
their experiences of communlcation and interaction.
A complete list of the questions, arranged according to the

Jocations-involved in finding the information, follows.
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THE QUESTIONS

| THE BANK: Go to a Bank and change a traveler's cheque,
What are the Banks' opening hours and days?

FHE SHOPS: Buy a postcard and a packet of airmail envelopes.
What can you learn about the.region from the pdstcards?
What kinds of shops are there in the town?

THE CAFﬁS Go to a caf€é and write the postcard to your parents.

How many cafés and restaurants are there in the town?

THE POST OFFICE: Go'to the Post Office and send the card home.

What is the airmail rate to the States?

THE TOWN HALL: When was the Town Hall built?
What is the population of the town?
Who is the Mayor? ‘ =

' THE CHURCH: What is the name of the main church?
. What denomination is it? How old is it?

When are services held?

THE MARKET: s there an open market?

When and where is it held?

THE STATION: How much is a return ticket to Paris?

How many trains are there a day to Paris?

THE CINEMA: What film ie playing tonight at the cinema?

What time does it start? How much is a ticket?
GENERAL: Name 2 places where you can buy stamps.

Name 3 different places where you could "use the bathroom

How would you amuse yourself if you lived here?

10






GREETINGS

Language: When, where and with whom are verbal greetings used?

Under what circumstances are strangers greeted?

What are the different forms of address you have heard?

Iist the different phrases you have heard used when
'meeting and when taklng leave,

What was the relatlonship between the particlpants in
each case? '

Note whether you think each is formal or informal.

How do you decide whieh to use?

Gestureg: When and'betweén whom is the handshake used?
| When and between whom is kissing used?

Angwer in terms of'age, sex, level of acquaintance, ete,

What do you think are the rules about which isg used?

How do you dgcide which to use?

When is a’'gesture used in addition to verbal_greetings?;

To help you in your observations you may like to fill in
the following table +o show in which combinations

you noticed the handshake or kissing in use,

Adult ' | Adulte ) Jeuned | Jeune® | Enfant

Adult
Adulte

Jeuned

Jeunef

Enfant

12



TU and VOUS

List five different situations where you heard "vous" used.

‘List five different situations where you'heard "tu" used,

" Which are used in your family° Among the extended family members?

With the parents' friends°
‘Which did you use with:the parents when ygn‘arrived?
MDo you still use the same form? If you have changed how did it
- happen? '

Have you noticed any circumstances in which the speakers use
different forms to each other? In which the speaker changed
to the otherlform while talking to the same person?

- How long does it féke a ynung person to?useﬁﬂtu" with énother

young person? With a friend of their parents? o

' :When might a French person use "tu" to a total stranger?

.In what ways do you think using "tu" or "vous" might affect the
relatlonship between two;people?

What do you think the rules are? You might like to consider the
following categories:: Age, sex, social class, level of
formality, level ef acquaintance.

Which is used when talklng to God? To a priest?

Do you think it is.an important distinetion to the French?

13




PHE PAMILY

" How would you describe family relationships in 3 ddaectiveSQ

Do you.notice any effects of region, climate or setting on

| family life and activities?

Which family membefs work outside fhe home?

Who makes the decisions on the various areas of family lifé?

| What responsibilities do individuals have in and around the home?
What ﬁaterial possessioﬁs influence family life? How?

How much time is spent together as a family group?

What activities do they do together during the day? At the. weekend° f;f

During Vacatlons9 :

B g

Do they converse much together? When? Who part101pates”

What is the means of family transportatlon? - .

Does the family participate in activitles outside the home? What
kinds? How often?

How often are outside friends included in family activities?

How close is the extended family? How often do they see them?

Are the famiiy members involved in religious, community or

political affairs?

14




CHILDREN

> How would: you describe relationships between parents and their

children?

““Who controls the children in the home? How is it done?
How are the children's linguistic and satial errors corrected?

: Do;the'baren%S«show involvement and interest in their children's

education? In what ways?
Are the children included in their parents‘5éqnversations_and
activities? o o

" Do theiparents=get*involved7in:théir'children's activities?

What ‘activities do the ehildren do independently of their parents

outside the home?
Do the children act differently in front of: their parents than alone?
- How much freedom are the older children glven9
What‘privileges do the older children have over the'younger ones
in the home? e \

How do they spend their free time outside the home?

Where do they go in order to meet up with other young people?




FOOD AND DRINK

At what times are the meals served? How long does each last?
What kinds of foods and drinks are served for each meal?
Which is the main meal? Which are eaten together as a family?
How is the table set? Draw a plan using the French words.

. Describe table manners? How are the knife and bread used?
What, besides consuming, goes on during a meal?

Who buys the food? Where? How often?

b L L T T
i Ry P RN

What food or drink items are produced or gathered by the family?

Who prepares the food? Are you able to help?
Who sets the table and cleans up? What happens to leftovers?
What are the staple foods and preferences?

What proportions of various foods are served? Is it a*balanced diet?r )

How often are meat, seafood, eggs and dairy products served?

What drinks do the family consume and when? - .

Whaf proportions of food are bought frésh, frozen, canned or
ready to eat? |

What foods or drinks are served for speciel occasions?

How much between-meal eating goes on?

Have you heard any sayingsf;r beliefs about foods or drinks?

What things have you tried that you had never had before?

Have you learned any French recipes yet?

What are the attitﬁdes of the French towards food and drink?

How much -sogcial- drinkinggoes on? When? Why? Wiere? With whom?

How much?

16




SHOPPING

- What kinds of shops are there in your homestay commuhity?
Where does your family do most of their shopping?

‘How far do they gowfor-regular shopping expeditions?

- How often do~ they shop in small stores, , the. supermarket, the

| open market? What items are- purchased at each9
Do they buy things anywhere else” What? (eg. Wine from a "cave")
TFor which items must they travel further than their regular shops?
Which member 0f the family shops for which items? :

-;What klnds of conversations go on- between shop staff and customers?

What happens when a customer. enters a small shop?

Are you left to browse while shopping?

Check out the.cheese counter in a small shop and in aféupermarket;"
How many kinds are available?

if  ~ ~ How many come from other countries?.

E Whieh kinds aré produced locally?

What are the prices of the most popular klnds°

Are there many imported food items available? Which? Where from?

Can you find all the- 1ngredients you need to make a typical

American meal?

How is the shopping. carried-and transported home?

How much sﬁace for food storage is there in the home?

How much comparison of prices and quality goes on?

17




RELIGION

How many churches {and other religious buildings) are there in
the community? How many denominations/religions are represented
Which is the main church? Is it also the biggest and oldest?
What is its age, style, building material, and location?
. What kinds of decorations are fhere inside? What is depicted?
How many services are held per week? When areithey?
Go to one if you can? How many men/women attend the service?

Whaf i1s the average age of people in the congregation?'What

proportion are old, young or children?

Can you find out what pércentage of people in the community
attend religious services?

Does your family ever go to church? How. often? When?

Do the children go to sunday school or youth organizations run
by the church? Do the parents encourage religious educétion?

Is there evidence of religion in the homé (statues, crossés, etc.)?i
Do they say grace before eating?

Is there a church school in the community? Do your brofhers and

sisters go to it? Whaﬁ proportion of the children go to it?

Is there any religious instruction in public schools?
Have you noticed any influence of religion on public.life?

What religious holidays are public holidays too?

Try and visit a cemetry. Note the styles of tombs and any

interesting inscriptions. Do they indicate priority placed B

on the individual, on the family, or on sociaty at large?

18




TRANSPORT

How does each member of'youf fémily ﬁorhally get around?
How far do they travel each day'to get to work or SGhool? How do'
~they get there?’ ; - |
What:forms of public transport are available? Is it convend ent?
o ‘Does it work efficiently? Do your familjﬁéver use it7.
Does fhé familj have -a car (or more than oné)?‘ﬁhat'size is 1t?
Is it a French make° Do they make good use of it? _ 3
“What is the. price of gas compared with the U.S.(1:gallonm = 3.9 11tres)?£i
What problems are there for drivers in French cities and towns? |
- How fasf do they drive in the city? On country roads? On majbr roads?
Do they stay within the speed limit a1l the time? Usually?‘“
Do Frenéh drivers seem to pay attentidn'toffoad'sign;;s? |
Have you noticed billboards or television advertisements-which
mention road safety? What advice is given?
Do French drivers behave politely and consideratély towards qthér
drivers? Towards cyciists-and motoreyeclists? Towards pedestrians?
How do they display displeasure while driving?
At what agercaﬁ French people start driving?
How does onewget a driv;ng'license?
Does--everyone automaticall}i}earh to drive?

At what age can French people start to ride a mobilette?

19




THE OPEN MARKET

Is there an open market in your homestay community?

Does your family ever go to the open market in other communities?
If so, why?

How often is the open market held?

Where is it held? Is there a gpecial market place?

"What kinds of stalls are there? Which are you surprised to see?

What proportion sell food items? ;

Which food items are gathered or grown locally? What'proportion
are these of the total? |

What products ecome from elsewhere in France? From other countries?

How do prices, quality and variety compare with permanent shops?

Are there any things available only at thé open market?

Which essential everyday items are not available here?

Is there any bargaining? On which kinds of stalls?

What kinds of conversations go on between seller and buyer?

What items are you surprised by at the open market?

Have you noticed any other kinds of street selling in France apart

from the official open markets?

20




THE CAFE
)

| To gain an understanding of ‘the role of the café in French life,
You should try to visit a variety during yonr stay in France.
The café is also a great place to observe people, thelr a
socializing and 1listen to the spoken language.

~ Keep a list of 1nteresting caf€ names."

'+d€ Where is the caf€ located?

.Describe the size, decor, seatlng arrangements, ete.
Which day and what time is it? What are the café's opening hours?
How many customers are there? - . '
What proportion are standing at the coonter? Why might they prefer

to stand?

What proportion of the customers are male? What propo¥tion are -
under 30 or over 607?

- What kinds of people seem to use the cafés for socializing?

Does the owner converse much with the customers?

What proportion of the customers are regulars? How could you tell?
_What proportion are consuming alcohol hot drinks; food other?

7 Can you see.any correlation between this and age/sex/time?

What are the customers doiné apart--from consuming?

How long do they seem to stay at the café&? .

If there are seats on the sidewalk do they face the street or

the café? Why do you think this is?

Ask some customers how often they come to- cafes, how long they

spend in them and why they come,

Can you draw any conclusions from the above data about the role

of the café? Dig any of it surprise you?
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ADVERTISING

" How much advertising is there on television? On the radio?

What proportion of newspapers and magazines are devoted %Q
commercial advertising?

Are there many billboards in French towns? Between towns?.

What seem to be the major themes in advertising in France?

How direct are the majority of advertisements?

What kinds of producte are aimed at which segments of the population
(Consider: age, class, sex, etc.) How can you tell?
How are various productits made to be appealing?'

Choose one item, eg; mineral water or alcoholic drinks, and look
at the different ways it is presented in advertisements,
Advertisements often reflect cultural ideals. What is_shown %0 be:

The ideal lifestyle?
The ideal home?

The ideal family?

The ideal male rdle?
The ideal female roie?

The ideal male-female relationship?

The ideal possessions 'and "necessary" luxuries?

The ideal relationship between people and nature?
Beauty?

To what extent do these affect people's desires and ambitions?
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GRAFFITI

Graffiti is the tool by which minority groups and individuals
publicize their concerns and opinions, but it ﬁay e;so
indicate many of the political, social and moral issues facing
”the French people today. g |
,Keep a note of: graffiti and flyers announc1ng meetings and
demonstrations. too, while in Francer
What 1s the desired outeome of the author/organizers?
" Is the 1ocation of its display relevant?
What proportion show:
Autograph, persenal message; etc. B
‘Political'concerns'- on local, national, international or
philosophical level? *
”SOCial concerns,. raciai“feelings, ete.
Environmental and ecological_concerns
R Religious feelings.
Humour
Others? _
.Based on your observations, what do you think are.the major
| cbncernS-and feelings d} some French people today?
_Whleh groups seem. to be the most active and widespread in France?'
How influential do you think graffiti is on people 8 thinking?

How accurate an indicator is it of the majority's. feelings°
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CLOTHING STYLES

Sit in a public place (eg. cafe, park, station, etc.) and look

at how people are dressed. Make a note of the common styles in

terms of the table below.

MALE FEMALE
Older .fbunger Older Younger

Coat, head-wear:

Top, dress, etec,

Pants, skirt

Poot-wear

- Bag, other items

Is the way the French people dress as stylish as you expected?

Have you noticed any differences in the way people dress in Paris

and other large cities compared with smaller cities and towns?fgf

Do some window shopping - note the current styles and colours of

clothes and shoes? What proportion of people are wearing the ,V ﬁ
latest fashions?
What are the prices like compared with ihe States?
Are many clothes available in the shops imported from 6ther countri,
Describe casual styles - for what occasions are they worn? ‘
What are formal styles like? For'whét kinds of occasions do people
dress:up?

How might the way people dress indicate social class?

Those who are least stylish bave what in common? (Age, sex, other?)
Have you noticed any regional styles? To what extent are they due

to traditions or to climatic differences?
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REGIONAL DIFFERENCES

In order to get a better understanding of regional variation K
in France, you might like to consider the following questions

in relation to each of the towns and cities we visit.

What is the topography of the region? In what ways does it
affect the form and function of the town? How does it
influence the way of life?

What is the climate throughout the year? Is it reflected in the
building styles or the function of the town? How does it
affgct the 1ife and character of the people?

What is the form of the town? Has it changed through history?

How? Is there evidence of structures for defenée@

What means of access are there today? What were there in the past?

What is the function of the town today? Does the form reflect its -
funetion or past funciions? Has the function changed through
histbry? How?

What are the local architectural styles and building materials?
What factors have 1nf1uenced their establishment?

Have you noticed any loecal ‘art forms or skills? Regional costumes?

Is there a local, distinct culture? Does it have its own language
or dialect? Do a large proportion of people stiil speak it?

Are there local customs and tréditions which thrive today?

X8 there a Jocal political movement or important local issues? — - ——

Arethere local food and drink specialities? Which did you try?
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- STMBOLS OF FRANCE

Where and how have you hothed the following French symbols
in use?

Le Tricolore

Le ecoq

Marie-Anne, la semeuse.

La Fleur de Lys

La Croix de Lorraine

Ie Tour Eiffel
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DISCUSSIONS ON CULTURAL VATLUES

Within a culture there is a system of values, attitudes and -
beliefs which influence the members! behaviour and view of the
world, Have you made any observations or experienced any
incidents which might throw sonme light on the French culture

-regarding the following topics?

TIME

How is time defined? The following questions may help to answer this.

Is it geen as 11mited or unlimited?

What are the French words concerning its use and waste?

Do people seem rushed or relaxed?

What is the desirable pace of 1life? -

Is punctuality seen as important? For an appointment? For an
invitation? .

Hoﬁ late is late?

Are patterns of life very regular (meal times/bedtime etc.)?

Is the past important? Does it have a strong influence on present?

Is planning for the future seen as important? Are plans general -~

or very specific? How far ahead are plans made? -

GOALS

Do people have goals in 1ife? What kinds? Material or splrltual?

What do people want for their children?
Do they:imply flexibility and mobility or stability?
How is 'the good 1ife' defined? Who has achieved it?
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CLASS- AND STATUS

What kind of person is valued and respected by society?
‘What kind of personal.qualities‘éré valued?.
Does age or sex affect respect offered to a person?

' On what does the.uppef class base its strength? (money/birth/power/e

How is class displayed visibly? Is there a difference“in'fhe city

and in the country?

How do pedple'relate to others whose class is different? Are
differences stressed or’mihimized? _

Are.neighhourhoods cross-sectional or mixed of_classes?

Do you see much evidence of social mobility? How is it achieved?

Is personal achievement and effort given credit?-

How do minorities fit in on the social scale?

What part does education play in the class system?

MONEY AND MATERIAL WEALTH

What is the attitude towards money?

Is it seen as necessary for happiness? _

Is it spent carefully or freely? Are prices com?ared before a |
. purchase? Is money enjoyed? How?

Do ﬁeople.save? Do they;ééonomise visibly? How?

Are money and prices discussed in the home much?

How are children introduced to the ideas of momney and spending?

How much evidence‘ié there of gambling? Is it popular?

_ Whaf-éﬁﬁéfitutes materiai comfort?-ﬁhat possessions are seen as
necessary/luxuries? Which affect family life? How?
What is the nature of property? Is private ownership common/desiredii

Are people territorial and possessive? Do they lend and share?
29



HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS

How do people judge others? On what bases?

On what basis is a stranger accepted?

Are differences between people stressed or minimized?

What is the meaning of friendship? Which French words show degrees?
What is the meaning of hospitality? How seriously are invitations

offered and taken? Is it 'open house'?
How 1s person to person competition viewed? How is it evaluated?
How is aggression (serious and friendly) viewed?

How do people get others to agree with them?

Is privacy valued and respected? What are relationships vith neighboura

How is being alone viewed? Is 1t ever encouraged? When?

How is affection shown? How? When? With whom?

Are other emotions (anger/dissappointment/tears/etcfvdisplayed in

front of others? How? When? To whom?

GENDER

How clearly are sex roies defined?

In what ways are superiority and equality displayed?

What rights have members qf the different sexes?

What is the ideal male role? What is the ideal female role?

Are roles changing? Are they viewed differentlyiby young and 01d?
What are the male/femalé duties in the home?

What social activities are done in single sex groups?

Which jobs tehd to be donerbf.éﬁe sex or the othér?

What have yoﬁ seen of women in power and‘professional positions?

What'proportion of friends are the same sex/opposite sex among

children, young people, adults and old people?
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THE NATURAL WORLD :

‘What is understood as..'the nature order'? What does "natural" mean?k; f
What is the relation between the human and natural worlds? .
What do people consider a harmonious balance?

To what extent is nature exploited or controlled?
Is an effort'ﬁade to -conserve nature?

Is nature appreciated by people? Ik.if;respected? How is it used?

What aspects of daily life show ecological economy/awareness?

Is there concern over pollution? Destruction of the natural

world? What is being done?

HEATTH AND NUTRITION

Do people“see a relationship between health and food?

Is the diet balanced? Do most people seem well-fed aﬂg healthy?

What proportion of food is bought fresh? How organic is the dlet9

What kind of seasonings are used?

What proportlon of ‘food sold/consumed contains artifieial additives,ff
preservatives or colouring?

Is a lot of sugar consumed by people/ by children?

Do pebple go to the_dentisg regularly? How often do they brush
their. teeth? -

What are beliefs held about the hgalfh values of certain foods?

Does your family use mineral water, tisanes, artichokes,garlic?

What are common complaints relating to food and drink? What kinds

of treatments are_used?ii

Are herbal cures valued? Are there many herbalists, chiropracters,

accupuncturists?

Under what conditions would people go to a doctor or clinic?
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WORE AND LEISURE

What is the attitude towards work? What is seen to be its value
| (monetary gain, personal fulfillment, social duty, etc)?
At what age do youné reople have to choose their field?
How much flexibility is there in a career in France?
Is it easy to change careers? Go back to school iater? To change jobs?
. Are community evening classes available? In what subjects?
How easy/competitive is promotion? On what basis is it awarded?
Is there much geographical mobility'concerning career?
To what extent do recple define themselves iﬁ terms of their job?
How much leisure time is there? Is it considered sufficient?
How is leisure time used? What foims of fun, pleasure and
relaxation are common? _
How much do people travel during vacations? Do they stay in the

¢

local region, go to another region (always fhe same?), go

to another country?

BDUCATION AND AWARENESS

How is education viewed? Is it valued? When is it seen as ended?
 What is the nature of 1earn1ng? Is it active or passive?

Is experiential learning seen as important?

Is the education system competitive?

What are motivating factors? g encouragement offered at home?
How does one enter higher education?

What do people read inm terms of newspapers, magazines, books?
Are éhey well-ingdrmed on current issues? On international issues?
Do they show interest in locallnétional/in%ernaxional affairs?

Are they politically ang soclially aware?
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MODESTY

‘What are the attitudes towards toiletry? To what extent is

privacy demanded by either sex? _
What are the attitudes towards the statés of dress or undress of
either sex? Is total or semi nudity accepted? Where? When?
--Is pre~ or extfa—mafitalrsex-acceptable for either sex?:-What are
| the sexual mores in French society?
What is the attitude towards prostltution° Is it open or hidden?
Do attitudes and values on any of these issues vary according to

. age and gender° Do you think standards are changing?

'fthLmﬂRAL PRIDE

_Is cultnral.(national/reglonal) pride strong? ‘

How is it manifest9 S e =
: Which aspects are people proud of?

-Are they what you expected?

:‘SUPERSTITIONS

:}_Have you heard any° Do people seem to be superstitlous?

trBWhat things are considered 1ucky or unlucky? What are the reasonsq'f-

PROVERBS -
Haveryéﬁ;heé;d.any?

What can they tell you about eultural values?.

"If you have collected somé, classify fhem in terms of subject -

eg. ¥ood, :time, money, sex roles;ﬁsuberstitions,.etc.
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WAYS TO WORK ON LANGUAGE

lKeep a notebook for new words and expressions
Tisten carefully to intonatioﬁ,patterns

Practice articulation in front of a’mirior

Notice fillers and éxclamations

Notice styles of formality and informality in speech

‘Notice informal expressions and slang 7

Look out for non-verbal language - sounds, géstures, body language::

Ask for vocabulary in specific areas - eg. house, cooking, clothes,ihy
town, shops, etc.

Answer questions and talk about your family, town, state, 1nterestsgi

- Agk questions and show interest in the family's way of life -

" the local region, customs and traditions, intefgéts, etec.
'Read newspapers, magazines, comic books (eg. Asterix)
Read short stories and children's books

Wwatech television, igo to the cinema

Listen to talk shows on the radio, eavesdrop on conversations
Listen to records - try to understand the songs

Read labels in shops and museums

Visit a bookshop and read the summary of the story on the back
Learn children's songs, rhymes, riddles, tongue-tw1sters
Interview someone

Play word games with the children, eg. Scrabble

Do easy crosswords

IListen for jokes ~ what do the French find funny?

Listen for proverbs - what can.you learn about cultural values?
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THINGS TO DO DURING THE HOMESTAY

Keep a 5ournal of cultural observations (do the cards)
Help.éﬁt'around the house, ‘garden, Establish your ‘own chofES”
Help préﬁare meals and learn some French and local recipes .
Go shopping with the family and to an open market .

Go to'chﬁréﬁﬁwitﬁ the ‘family =~ - R R R mmfk”?'
Go for a walk or a cyclg‘around“the town/community

Eisiijouf parents plaéelof work

"-Go‘tbzé7céfé;aswimming pool, ‘cinema, shopplng, =ports game

Go sightseeing, visit a museum or art.gallery.

“Plaj-with the-Children; learn their games. Learn "Boules":
Teach the chlldren ‘some ‘American games and activities, eg. cards

L o

Cookjan_Amerlcan meal, dessert, cookies

WOrk_ n;your language

Keep.cuitural,mementos to ‘make a scrapbook when you get home

Interview someone

Research human interest stories and history of the community and
_region.

Ask older people their memories gﬁd experiences of World War II,
how things were before the war, chenges that have taken

i 1]

place in their lifetimes.
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