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- The intent of the writer with this paper is to provide the ESL
instructor with the knowledge necessary to effective planning for
and teaching of lessons concerning the verb tenses of English, ]

N M R T N

The enalysis given in the paper is an attempt at viewing the
verb tenses as comprising a system which is basically symmetrical
and surprisingly logical. As such, it is felt that through ex~
ploring ithe relationships ienses share with one amother, we have
found the key to demonstrating itense usage and meaning effectively
for students and to planning drills and exercises which will zero &
o in on the primary conceptusl distinctions among the tenses. 2

e L LTt APy

Where one tense is, in form or meaning, analogous to another
tense in another time frame, we can exploit that relationship to 5
reinforce learning of both temses. By the same token, where con-
ceptual distinoctions between two temses are subtle and a potential
ceuse of learning interference, we can separate out the territory
of each far belter by viewing them in contrast to one anothéer than
by. presenting and practicing each of them in isolation.

The writer deals with both form and meaning of a tense and
hypothesizes that each tense form has & primary meaning and each
tense meaning a primary form. Tense form is often changed due
to limiting surface structure reguirements in the language., For
example, use of a modal inbibits a Past tense meaning from sur-
facing in a Past tense formj it must instead take a Present Per-
feoct form. .

At the same time, tense forms are called on to express secondary
time-reference meanings. For example, Present Simple can be used,
in addition to its more prominent use of expressing Present habit, _ Co
&s a means of expressing future scheduled time, a concept more pri- (o
marily associated with one of the Future (will or be goinz to) ' |
tenses, _ !

Here the writer recommends that instructors and students play
"Percentage English", If this secondary usage is of relative un—
importance and[or the concept can be expressed just as well with _
a more primary form and,/or use of this secondary form can lead to
interference in the student's ability to internalize basic tense
usage, the writer feels it should be taught for recognition value
at most and that siudents should be discouraged from producing it
until they have mastered use of the basic system of tenses,
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INTRODICTION

Plan and Scope

When an ESL teacher enters the classroom to teach grammar to his
students, he must be armed with both the knowledge of his subject and
the technique to demonstrate structural form and meaning and to get
his students to practice it effectively.

In my experience of several years as‘a teacher observer/evaluator,

I have had cccasion to see many lessons that flowed beautifully—
where rapport was solid, student participation high, and activities
veried and orchestrated with the elan of the true showman— but where
little was learned duetv:& {eacher's failure to focus adequately on
the learning point of the lesson, often because he himself did not

really undersiand it.

The purpose of this péper is to preseﬁt an analysis of an impor—
tant part of English ggammaru— the verb tense system— as a reference
for the ESL imstructor. Unlike many another analysis, the one pre—~
sented here is made for the purpoée of teaching grammar in the ESL
classroom rather than as simply a theoretical linguistics exercise in
parsing. The analysis made herein iS5 based on the writer's eight-plus
years as a teacher, curriculum developer, trainer, observer and evalu-
ator of teachers, and administrator in the field of ESL. Still, it

is far from being a definitive analysis, but merely purports to offer
& fresh perspective from which to view a highly complex subject.
In this paper I will analyze the twelve "symmetrical" verb tenses

of English and attempt to show the importance of the relationships

i




between these tenses. I have not included such important tenses as

Future in the Past (was going to/ would) or Past Habit (used to) or

such important verbal forms as infinitives and gerunds for primary

analysiss nor have I dealt in much detail with such important topics

as modality or passive voice. Rather, my aim has been to create a

foundation of understanding.to which siructures not discussed can
later easily be related. .
The twelve tenses under primary consideration here will be:

.,5 Present Simple and Present Continuous, Past Simple and Past Contin-
uous, Future Simple and Futlure Continuoﬁs, Present Perfect and Pres—
ent Perfect Continuous, Past Perfect and Past Perfect Continuous,
S and Future Perfect and Future Perfect Coniinuous.
A thorough analysis will be givén here to Present Simple and

Present Continuous as they are the most basic of tenses. They set

the tone for understanding the rest of the tense system and the

time frame {present) from which all other tenses, in relationship,
derive their meanings. Issues such as auxiliary verbs, adverbials,
modality and indirect speech will then be discussed before going inte

the primary usage of each of the other tenses and the important re-

lationships that these {enses share.

There are itwo important points that this paper will attempt to

makes:

1.) The tenses of English comprise a system that is highly
(though not perfectly) symmetrical and logical in terms of both
form and meaning. When teaching one structure, we can not ignore

structures that are related. For gxample, Past Contimious and

-
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Fulture Continuous are analogous structures, both in terms of

form (future be + ~ing vs. past be + —igg) and meaning (point

in time during an event in the fuiture vs. point in time during
an event in the past).

Such a phénomenon deserves recdgnition by the instructor as
it can ease‘thé learning process in providing both a point of
departure from which a new structure can be learned and a means
of reinfércement for previously learned structures.

2.) Tenses are traditionally described in terms of form. But
it is imperative for the student to mzke the linkage between form
and meaning and to realize that what may exist in the deep struc
ture as, for example, “past tense", may be forced to surface in
the guise of another structure, like.Present Perfeét, due to
constraints imposed by the surface form environment.

Thus, the idea of

Perhaps he went yesterday.
which is clearly a past tense concept may be forced to gain sur-
Tace expression as

He méy have gone &esterday.
if use of a modal is_employed because of restrictions placed on
tense of verbs and auxiliaries following modals.

In the same vein, one important and disruptive thread that
runs through zll of 'tense—dom' iz the fact that certain verbs
can not take continuous forms even when their time-~reference

meaning is one that is normally associeted with a continuous

-3~
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tense. This has to be one of the most over—looked phenomena in

the language and failure to cope with_it in a detailed sense can,

I feel, undermine a student's logical base for dealing with tense

usage.

To what extent can this analysis be applied to teaching students
in the classroom? The answer to this really depends on & number of
things,.

If we are, for example, advocates of an audio—liﬁgual approach,
we probably are not much interested in having our studenis reason out

form or meaning and relationships. I have applied the concepts dis—
cussed in this paper in the classroom by means of a primarily cognitive
app;oach. I find it useful for students to generate their own sentences
and feel it is important for them to undersitand both the meaning of

what they are saying and the reason for saying it in the manner they do.

The difference between the target language and the native language -

is also an issue. Where the native language and English are closely
related, it may ﬁe counter—productive to dwell on a relationship or
point of logic that may only complicate what otherwise fransfers well
from one language to the other. I have, for example, found an approach
based on this analysis more productive with my Thai and Iranian stu-
dents than with my Portuguese-spesking Brazilian students., Thai,

for example, is so vastly different from English while Portuguese,

by comparison, is noi. Thai culture is not time-oriented, as Engiish-'

speaking cultures generally are, and this Pacet of culture carries
over into the language,which is tenseless, Thus, a framework for

understanding a whole new concept—that of tense— needs to be devel-

-t
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oped systematically,

Finally, college and university students, who thrive on under-

standing in a logical mamner, may fare better with an spproach based
on such an analysis than may non-academic-oriented students.

One further aspect concerning application in the classroom is
pertinent here, I call it playing percentagé English. This means

that certain siructures, while having viability and even currency

in native spesker usage, are best taught for only recognition value
when: (a) a form more primarily associated with the concept can be

used to mean the same thing; or. (b) when the structure in question

is one more normally associated with another meanings im#;(c) whenh
use of the structure with its secondary meaning might cause inter—

ference in production of either the structure itself with its pri-

mary meaning or of the other structure.

Thus, for example, I would not— until all basic usage had

been internalized— teach students to produce Simple Present tense

for future scheduled meaning, as in

He arrives tomorrow.

when either will or be going to futtre tenses are more prevalent:

He will arrive tomorrow.
He is going Yo arrive tomorrow,

and when misuse of Present Simple in fulure time ecan result in errors

like

She dies soon.
I go out in a few minutes.

especially since it's already hard enough to discourage students from

using Present Simple tense as a caich~all for any and all possible




time reference.

Bao ound

I was just a cut above the warm body so prevalent in the ESL
classroom when I walked into my first grammer class in mruthayé,
Thailand. Peace Corps training had accomplished its aim in providing
me with technique and assurance to prepare me for my two year junket
ag & PCV in & Tha:_ ‘I:.ea.chers college., In 'bile best traditions of the
audio-lingual mold, I couldr spout multiple moveable slot substitution

drills Wi‘th nary a second thought., All was idyllic as I settled into
my Sydmey Poitier ("To Sir With Love") role and my "kids" and I forged
the‘kind. of mutual admiration rapport every volunteer thrives on. But
as we moved from lesson to lesson in our L. G, Alexander grammar, 1
began to realize that while we were indeed practicing hard, we were
really achieving very little in the way of progress. While students
were able to perform any form transformation or substitution drill
‘set up for them, they could not apply what they were practicing cut-
side of a drill situation; Meeting students on the street, I would
still be greeted with a "Where do you go?" or a "What do you do?".

s

I realized that, like the "do—re-mi" of the Julie Andrews song, whal
we'd been doing in class "didn't mean anyjthihg".
And, so, I decided to find out for myself what it all really

meant so that I could make it meaningful for my students,

As with most grammar books and courses, at the core of our cur-

riculum and text was the verb tense, and while my efforts at discover—

ing grammatical meaning went further than "just" the verdb, it was the

~6-




verb to which my attention kept returning as I continually met up
with yet another difficulty I couln't readily account for and as I

began to realize tha¥, in all of its complexity, the verb was the
key to understanding the gram@ar of English.
In order better ito understand English grammar in geﬁeral, and
the verb in particular, I did several things.
First, I read —— nothing too technical, of course, for my know—
ledge of linguistics and its ethereal jargon was even less then than

it now is~= but, I read explanations from Mastering American English

(the Pilgrim, Hayden et 2l version) and Jean Praninskas' Rapid Review

of English Grammar. This was a valuable starting point for me., It

gave me a general idea of the meaning carried by each tense and of
tense usage, But I continued to encounter prominent exceptions and
issues that these, and other books, eitker ignored or only briefly
touched on. A4nd some of the explanations still seemed vague and, even;

inapplicable,

So, I began doing several other things. I listened to native
speakers for what they were saying and how they were saying it‘and
tried to analyze the reasons why sﬁch things were being said. Whi1é~
driving my wife crazy and thoroughly bOring friends on occasioﬁ; I
pontinue'even now to pick up valuable insights in this way;

I 2lso began analyzing the errors Thai speakers, with varying

levels of proficiency, were making in both spoken and written English

and tried to reason out how and why these errors had occurred.. This

was also a highly productive source.

-
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For example, I still clearly remember the fresh insight into
yet another aspect of the Present Perfect tense that I gained in this

way. Every londay I would go to a hotel in Bangkok after work to buy

Stars and Stripes, the only newspaper obtainable which reported in

detail an account of the preceding day's American football action.
On some Mondayé I would be greeted by the desk clerk with "It didn*t
come"” and would disappointedly turn away sans the knowledge of how
my beloved Redskiné had fared. One Monday, after being informed that

</"It didn't come", instead of leaving I decided to have dinner at the
; H
M_hotel. After dimnner, I was crossing the lobby when I noticed a stack

of Stars and Stripes on & lobby counter and promptly purchased a copy.

In later analyzing what had happened, I came to realize a truth
sbout Present Perfect that had previously eluded me and that T hadn't
encountered in any of my reading. What the hotel clerk haﬁ of course

-meant was "It hasn't come", When he used the Past tense structure,

 my unconscious expectation was ".,.and it won't", If he had instead

—

employed a Present Perfect construction, I would have conjectured:

",..not yet, but it will {or might)", and would have sat down to await

ra

its arrival,
Through this experience and others I became gradually aware of
another fact about verb tenses: +that they can really be understood

only in relationship to other tenses.
BPrior to this realization, I had followed the plan of the text
I was using, presenting each grammar point in isolation from everything

else and doing little to tie it all together. Now, I began to use




that which the students knew to introduce new concepts. Target struc-
tures would then be practiced in contrast to related str;;fuies aiféé&y
leafhéd'(or studied, anywa&). And, before going on to a new structure,
fhe structure that had just been studied would be £it into the entire
system the student was building for himself tprough both oral and
written practice. This retrenching aspect provided the student with

a solid foundation and an ability to see how and where any structure

he learned £it into the overa;l plan., With every tree in its place,

students could now see the forest.

Finally, I began to deviate from the standard substitution/trans—
formation drill and dialogue format of standard audio-lingual procedure

with the ubiquitous and non-descript Tom and Jane and endless manipu-

lation of form. I began to depend more heavily on presenting and prac—

ticing structures in meaningful terms, using objects and events in the
studﬁnté' environment and lives and used audio-lingual drills chiefly
in situations where concepts had been established buit forms needed to
be better anchored in students' minds., Thus, long before I knew what
a "cognitive approachJ meant, I'd decided that "language without
meaning is meaningless" and that, %f students don't wunderstand (or |
can't relate to) what they are saying in drills, the drills have litile
value.

This then is the background for this paper. 1 prohabiy wouldntt
have become so interested in the verb if I had initially iaught in &’
country other than Thailand where thé language is, for all practical

purposes, unmarked for itense, thus creating a very special and severe

problem for the Thai student of English as a Second Language.

-9




Itve learned to become vague when discussing the subject of my
¥.A,T, paper with friends, For, even with friends who are ESL teach-
ers, it seems that there is nothing so intrinsically boring as the
subject of verb tenses. I, on the other hand, feel there ig nothing

in the language so fascinating as wandering leisurely through the

labyrinth of the verb tense system.

~10-




PRESENTS SIMPLE AND CONTINUQUS

Basic Form and Meaning

The Present Continuous or Present Progressive structure is best
described in meaning-oriented terms by two words: Now and Temporary.
That is, when using this siructure the speaker is expreésing an action “
that is occurring in the present time and is considering that the
action will end. ZEither the action lacks permanencé or is considered
by the speaker to lack permanence,

In contrast, the Present Simple construction is used to express
actions (or states) which are also in the present time, but are habitu-~

al and have permanence. The action {(or state) is a recurrent one that
has no ;'elationship to observable behavior at any one point in time.
When using this structure to describe an action/state which is habitual,
either the speaker believes that the activity will continue {0 recur

and will not cease or, for the speaker, termination of the activity
described is a remote eventuality, awareness of which is hidden away
in a corner of the speaker's mihd.

The Present Continuous is formed by teking the appropriate (person;

determined) present form of the auxiliary EE and adding the verb plus

—ing.

I am eating We are eating
Tou are eating . You are eating
He/She/1t is eating They are eating

Forms can be contracted (and usually are in spoken English unless

the Now concept is being stressed for clarification) as such:

I'm /aym/ eating Wetre /wir/ or /wiyexr/ eating

You're fyuwr/ or /[yuwyr/ eating You're /yuwr/ or /yuwer/ eting

He's /| héyz/ eating Theytre /BEr/ or/deyer/ eating
i,yz/ eating

She's
It's [its/ eating

=11




In addition, in normal conversational English the -ing /iy/

is often altered to fen/ or /in/.
Negatives are formed with not being insertied betwéen the BE aux
and the lexical (+ing) verb.

She is not studying.
Ve are not reading.

Contraction of negatives occurs in two ways, except for with the first

pergon singular which in Standard American English is limited to one

way. The most common manner of contraction is as follows:

I'm /aym/ not eating

You aren't farnt/ eating

He/She/It isn't//izint/ or /izent/ eating
. We aren't /arnt/ eating

You aren't /arnt/ eating

They aren't /arnt/ eating

The other menner in which contraction can occur simply involves con—

tracting as in the affirmative (and first person singular negative),

inserting not between the person—auxiliary contraction and the lexical

(+ing) verb.

He's not pla&ing.
They're not sitting.

Questions are formed without adding any additional words (unlike

the Present Simple which in its affirmative does not normally require
use of an auxiliary). Word order is simply changed by inverting the

BE aux and the subject of the verb.

Affirmative: Subj + aux + V + ing He is studyinge.
Question: Aux + Subj + V + ing Iz he studying?

In the affirmative, the concept of Present habit is expresséd
throush Present Simple tense merely by using the lexical form of the

verb alone, except in the third person singular where an -g inflection

—)] P
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is added to the verb., The auxiliary DO is implicit in an affirmative

statement, but only surfaces when emphasizing the action of the verh,
most normally in contradicting another speaker's negative assertion:

A You dontt 1ike him.
B. (But) I do like him.

Thus, we have:

I eat h - We ezt
You eat You eat
He/She/It eats They eat

The sound given the 3PS depends, like the plural -s, on the phonetic
environment in which it occurs. Usually, it is dependent upon the sound
which immediately precedes its

&) If it is & voiceless sound (other than /sfy /3y 18/ ),

final -s is pronounced /s/, as in wants, breaks, or stops;

b) If it is & vowel or voiced consonant (other than /z/, /%/,

or /3/}, =8 is pronounced fz/, as in goes, gives, needs, or

dares;
c) And if the sound preceding final - is /s/,/%/,ﬁ%/, /E/,
/&/, or /3 then the final sound is pronounced as /iz/, as in

faces, loses, washes, or judges.

In forming the negative, the éuxiliary'gg and the negative not
are inserted before the verb., If the verb is in the third pers;n
singular, its inflection is transferred to the auxiliary DO, making.
it does /dez/. Do _not and does not are contracted to don't /downt/

and doesn't /d gzint/.

I don't eat Ve don't eat
You dontt eat You don't eat
He/She/It doesn't eat They don't eat

13
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Questions are formed by using the aux DO, implicit in the affirm-

ative, and inverting it and the Subject. As in the negative, 3PS

inflection transfers from the main verb to the auxiliary.

Do I eat? Do we ezt?

Do you eat? Do you eat?
Does he/she/it eat? Do they eat?

Be —ing and Not Be —ing

Certain complicating factors help to make effective and correct
usage of ﬁhese tenses problematic— often more so than need be, If
the teacher recognizes the issués involved, he will be in a position
40 alleviate much confusion. The teacher who well understands the
tenses can restore order where on first scrutiny there seems to be
only chaos. Seeming exceptions are often themselves rule-oriented

and do follow patterns.

Let's consider the following sentences:

la *Tom is being at the store now, but he should be back soon.

2a ¥I'm heving your pen; I*1l return it o you in a minute.

3a *The anxious mother is looking out the window but she's not
seeing her children.

4a *The kids are being hungry and are wanting some ice cream.

5a *They're needing help on their homework, so the teacher will
assist them.

Logically there is nothing at all wrong with these sentences.
Each sentence above descriﬁes an ac%ion or state that is.occurring
now and is temporary. By definition, the corre@t formula (EE +ﬁ4 —ing)
for expressing a verb action with the-Now/Temp meaning has been used.
Stili the mode of expression is obviously incorrect. If we must say, -
as the student is very early taught,

1b Tom ié at the store... {(now)

2b I have your pen... {now)

3b ...she doesn't see her children. (now)

4b The kids are hungry (now) and want some ice cream (now).
5b They need help... (now)
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then why can't we also say
¥T read this book now,
*He plays football now.
*¥They watch TV now.

or, a2t a more difficult level

*T have a good time at this party.
*Bob isn't home nowj he sees a movie.

This surface chaos fills students and teachers with dismay, es-

pecially since most ESL textbooks and courses ignore or obscure such
issues, making it difficult if not impossible for the logically-minded
student to use his edge at all in learning a language., It seems to

come down to learning on a case-by—case basis as the student becomes
wary of generalization, a natural tool of both first and second language
learners,

Let's examine the above sentences more carefully.

Actually, certain of these first five sentences would be perfectly
acceptable in certain dialects of English (the English of India, for
example) where the local rendition of an adopted Englisﬁ tongue seems
to stress usage of the present coniinuous tense where no British or
American would venture such usage. In American of.British English,
such usage must be considered sub-standard.

In fact, mistakes such as those found in sentences la to 5a above

seem to occur rarely. It is especially improbable that most students
of English as a Second Language would make the mistakes with ihe verb

be in sentences la and 4a; this is due, at least partially, to the

difficulty students have in relating be to is, am, are, was, were,

there being little sound-wise that would indicate commonality.
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Over—application of Present Simple is a far more common error
of second language learners of English. Still, assuming a cognitive

approach, the kind of error illustrated by senitences la-5a is vastly

preferzble to the kind of mistake found in sentences 6-8 and its

occurrence would be welcomeby comparison. Such mistakes (as in la-5a) -

s indicate that the student has at least internalized the basic concept

distinguishing Present Simple from Present Continuous. He simply

hasn?t gone the additional step toward learning that certain verbs

 i can not use a continuous form, even though they are expressing a now/

temp idea, This is the issue we wish to examine here and we will

L attempt to do so in some detail.

Incorrect utterances such as those of 6-8 indicate that, probably,
the student still isn't at 21l comfortable with the distinction between %

a present habit and a now-occurring form concept which English finds
important. Mistakes like those in seﬁ%ences 9 and 10 might lead the

observer to the same verdict; or they might indicate that the student

has gone one step furiher and learned that have and see may not be

uged in continuous forms. This could only be determined through

i

observing his use of the two tenses with other lexical wverbs. _What he

hasn't learned, in any case, is that have and see each have more than

. one lexical meaning, and that with these verbs (and others) their

ability to take a be —ing form in & "be ~ing" situation depends on
what their meaning is. Thus, where we can say
I'm having & good time at this party.

where have means "experiencing”, we can not say
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¥['m having your pen.
where have probably means "possessing", and, hopefully, not either
"eating" or "experiencing'.
So, wi{h the form restrictions placed on certain verbs, we are
left with but one tense to expresé two contrasting concepts. In the
following sentences, notice the duality of {ime-reference meaning that

one verb form is called uﬁon to supply.
stands

John ig here (on Tuesdays). John waits here (on Tuesdays).
‘ stays
Sit_s_._‘
standing
John is here (now). John is waiting here (now).
staying
sitting

It certainly would be easier for the student trying to understand
and reproduce understandable and grammatical English if this situation

didn't exist, but it does. It would seem to meke the language less
precise to have one form responsible for more than one meaning, but
~as will be pointed out later, the "no be ;ing“.verbs are hardly the
only instance of this in the English language or in the verb tense
system. Besides we can usually easily compensate for any possibility
of beiﬁg misunderstood through whaﬁ may otherwise have been a redundant
or partizlly redundant adverbial and through expansion of the spoken,

printed or visual context,

So, qualifications must be added to the description of usage of
the two tenses under discussion. Let us restate definitions with these
qualifications in mind;

1. &a. The present continuous form is used to express an action
occurring now that is truly or psychologically temporarye.
b. Now/temporary actions are expressed through the use of

- "y
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the Present Continuous form, except with a small number
of verbs or semantic variants of these verbs which rust

use the simple form for expression of both habit and now

concepts.
2, &. Present Simple form is used to express present habit which

possesses true or psychological permanence, except with a

small number of verbs with which meaning might be either

now/temporary or habit/permanent, said distinction being

discernible only from the context. ‘
b. Habit/Permenence can be expressed only through use of

the Present Simple form.

Of course, these definitions can still only serve as starters,
each of these tenses having secondary meanings which they can express.
But what these definitions represent is what it is imperative for
the student to understand, consciously or unconsciously, before he
can go on any Ffurther with the verb without a shaky foundation that
will meke a systematic understanding difficult or impossible and will

cause him to make many errors in understanding and utterance.

This particular issue of verbs which can't use a be ~ing form
: is not exclusive to thése two tenses, for repercussions are felt
| throughout English ¥Yverb-dom!. It creeps in to interfere with a

consistent logical base for understanding the meaning of every con-
tinuous tense (Past Continuous, Future Continuous, Presgnt Perfect
Continuous, Past Perfect Continuous and Puture Perfect Continuous).
Neither is the issue limited to obscure vocabulary items, verbs
that are rarely used or can be omitted from a syllabus until a studenf
has grasped the fundamentals of the language. In fact, two of Eng-

lish's most important, most frequentlyused verbs (be and have) are

in this category.
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One listing of those verbs which, with certain of their meanings
anyway, mey not be expressed in a continuous form, even when carrying

the meaning normally borne by a continuous form, is as follows:

be ‘ like remember resemble
have ' love forzget feel
believe hate belong smell
think need . own taste
know prefer owe hear
seenm . want cost see
understand wish mean ’

Certain of the verbs (know, love, hate, mean, for example)

carry within their semantic configurations the notion of permanence
and thus should seldom lead fto tense error; situations calling for
temporary meaning expression shoﬁld be few if the student undersitands
the lexical concepis expressed by these words.

Several of the verbs of perception (feel, smell, and “taste)

only fall into this category when used intransitively and, for

feel, again, only when it means "touch or tactile sensation" or

"believe", When feel is used to describe state of health, we may

use either tense in a now/temp situation.

This water feels warm. I'm feeling the water.

That dog smells bad, She's smelling the dog.
This food tastes good. Theytre tasting the food.

LA

How do you feel today? OR How are you feeling today?

How do you feel about what she's doing?

These nuances of language are complex and it's best not to challenge
the student with them unnecessarily until basics have been mastered.
Witness also the use of think:

I think we should gZo now.
I an thinking about my girl friend.

When it means "believe", like believe it does not use be —ing; but

when it's describing thought process rather than opinion, it does.

10



Probably the most imporitant of these verbs and the ones that

are going to be encountered almost immediately in any ESL course

are be, have, want, need and see. Of these, be and have are the most

important because of the added difficulty of their dual function as
lexical and auxiliary verbs (which we will discuss shortly) and
because of the frequency with which they must be used due to the
basic lexical values they represent. |

Be is fairly straight=forward. ’In none of its primary uses can
a continuous form be employed. At some advanced point in a studentts
language acquisition process, he should be introducsd to "behavioral"
be, which outside of a few individual idioms, is the oﬁly instance
where lexical be as a verb takes a be —ing form, as in

Shets being (acting) cute.
naughty

good
bad

Of course, in the passive consiruction of present continuous
tense, the double be aux is used with the lexical verb, as in
My car is being fixed.
I'm being jnnundated with work.
where the is or am + —ing gives the fense and the.ég: indicates the
passivity. This again holds true for the passive voice of any con-
tinuous tense as, for example, in

He was being bit.
The country has been being affected by inflation,

though, when we get into such sentences as the latter where the tongue

gets a heavy workout, we normally contrive to get it said in the active

voice whenever possible.

Have is the most difficult of these verbs to use correctly. TFirst,
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its dvelity as a grammatical cue to the Perfect and as a lexical item
can, and usually does, confuse studenis (as do lex and aux Be). But

that problem aside for the time being, its muitipliciiy of meanings

as a lexical verb, some of which can and some of which can not take - P
" & continuous form, is enough to make a student feel that hets been

thad?,

Basically, only two meanings can not use continuous forms Hamel

(possess) and Have o (sickness or physical condition), as in

I have your ticket (now).

He has a stomachache (now).
a broken arm
the flu
a cold:

In addition, the quasi-modal have to is best taught as not taking

a continuous form, though in idiomatic usage it sometimegcan, when it
truly refers to now rather than to future or habit, Its oddball eguive—

alent of have got to, however, can never be used in continuous (or any

other) form, because it has borrowed its basic form from the Present
Perfect already. , %;
Other meanings of have commonly encountered in begimming and
remedial ESL courses includes:
I-Iave3 = té eat, drink, smoke

s

He's having a cigarette.

" I'm having a beer. - ¥

Ha.ve4 = to experience, eto.

Shet's having a good time,

They!re having trouble,

She's having a bath.

She's having a baby. (normslly, future meaning)

We're having class,

Have5 = the causative

2]



He is having his hair cut.
They're having a house built.
We can see the importance of the distinction and also the role

context mist play in determining meaning or usage in the following
sentences where context has been eliminated:

He has lunch. .= It's sitting in front of him/ He pos—
sesses it now

o

He habitually, to some unsitated degree,
eats lunch

Vs,
He is having lunch, which meansthat he is eating now
Pinally, the verb see, in its primary, vision-oriented meaning,
may- not be used continuously. Nor can it, usually, when it means

"umderstand”. But two of its alternate meanings, which an ESL stu-

dent will inevitably run into, cans

wr

Sea3 = to teke in or attend a game, movie or play
I'm sorry._ Johnts not home, He's seeing a movie.
See4 = to date or meet

They are seeing a lot of each other.
I'm seeing a specialist about my problem.

In closing the discussion of these verbs, it's only fair to say
that none of the verbs on the list is tied to any a2bsolute restrictions

in order to satisfy the requirements of Standard American English.

Who has not heard:
Shets wishing that ghe had come,
I'm doing it, but I'm hating it.
He's liking what he's hearing,
She's wanting to finish up her project.
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But such stylistic subtleties should not be allowed to interferé
with a student gaining a basic understanding of this phenomenen of
form restriction since such an awareness will help to prevent inter—
ference in understanding basic concepts of tenses., As in other cases,
‘we are imposing an order which is, to a degree, artificial, in order
to help the student to generalize so he cah generate new, ﬁnrepeated

utterances that are correct. In playing percentage English, we really

dontt want students making sentences such as those four given above.

As in learning the basics of anything, two hands for beginners.

The Meeting of £he Twain

Present Simple and Present Continuous have been presented to-

gether because they are so difficult in terms of form and meaning
to separate from one another and because examining the relationship
they possess sets the tone for exploration of other tensal relation-
ghips.

In this section, the purpose will be to discuss problems encoun=
tered at the border between the two tenses; for meanings blend as
there is a lack of a clear—cut boundary between the témporary and
the permanent, ‘

Part of the explanation for the problem which crops up is due

to the elasticity of the "Now" concept., Consider the following ex—

ampless

la The pen is falling off the table.
2a She is washing her hands,

3a He is smoking a cigarette,

.4a. They are eating lunch.

5a He is working in the garden,
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6a TYou are reading Murder on the Orient Exvress.

7.

8
9
10
12

T am dating Elizabeth.

I'm seeing the doctor twice a month,

I am living in Washington.

People are travelling more than in &ny previous era.
Man is dominating the earth, but scientists feel that

in the future insects will gain supremacy.

The intention here is to portray a progressive expansion of "now".

Just how long is now? With apologies for the final, highly contrived,

example sentence, I've tried to show that it can be as short as the

snap of one's fingers or as long as thousands of years — from an in-

stant to an eon., The duration of the event is unimportant compared to

the notion, real or psychological, that it is temporary. The matter

of duration, in fact, is taken care of by other tenses.

The earlier exemples (the first six, anyway) seem to be clear—cut.

To use another tense (i.e.- Present Simple) would basically alter the

idea being expressed:

1b The pen fells off the table.
2b She washes her hands.
3b They eat lunch,

4h *He smokes a cigarette,

bbb He works in the garden.

6b *You read Murder on the'Orient Express.,

211 of these senitences express a different concept, that of Habit.

They express no relationship to any process or action presently occurring

in an observable "now" time frame. For example, he may or may not be

working in the garden at the moment; what is important here (5b) is

that with some unspecified degree of frequency, he has the habit of

gardening,

It should be pointed out that sentences 4 and 6 are sterred for

their semantic improbabilitiy., One can not habituzlly smcke the same

24

ORI

A,

Cy

R P BT A T B e T

GEE




cigarette (implied by the use of the indefinite article with a singular—
. consumable= noun)nor is it likely that one would re-read the same

book enough times to merit it status as a habitual activity. Of

course, we do read (portions) from books, such as the Bible or Koran

" habitually or we read different edifions of the same magazine or

newspaper. To correct these sentences to express a habitual quality,

we might say:

4b He smokes cigarettes.,
6b You read books.

What about sentences 7 to 117 This is where we begin poaching
on the speaker's psychological grounds for stating his case in the
manner he does rather than through use of a Present Simple tense

construction. All previous sentences (i.e.- la~6a), if true at the
time of utterance, were actually happening at that specific point in
time. They were easily manageable events, each.with a clear beginning
and end, As stated earlier, no other tense could have been used to -
express the same notion,

With sentence T we reach the edge of the misty boundary of psychol-
ogy separating the two ftenses. With no additional information to go
on concerning the relationship bet&een the speaker and Elizabeth, and
with apologies to the speaker for treading on his psyche, we caﬁ only

assume that there have been others before Elizabeth and that there may
be others to follow. At the least, the speaker is expressing a lack
of ceriainty that he has found his one and only. The statement

I date Elizabeth.

would have indicated more stability in their relationship from the
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speskerts point of view.
Sentence 8 is ;mobiematic.because it uses an adverbial commonly

considered the property of Present Simple. Twice a month, once gz day,

- Pive times a week, and the like show repetitive activity not commonly

assoclated with a "now" concept.
Obviously, the aotivify described in 8 is not a singular event.
It's a series of events which, for the speaker, is temporarys; he ex—

pects to be cured and to be able to put an end to this temporary habit

or rouline,

In regard to sentence 9, it can not be denied that a person with
a history of mobility would be much more likely to make such a state-
ment than a life-long resident would. Again, he may never leave town,

but hets less than certain of that,

Sentences 10 and 1l are more difficult to assess, as we move into
lifetimes and beyond, since they go beyond most people's personal
concerns due to their duration. In each, the spesker is making a
comparison with another time in history. He could have used the

Present Simple tense with very little real difference in meaning. Use

;

of the Present Continuous only serves to underscore the relativg_tran—
science of all things. These sentences serve to illustrate the

point that Ynow" can be construed as a most relative phenoména and-
that use of-the Present Continuous is perfectly acceptable in the
most durative of situations where even the sirongest of our habits

pale by comparison.

If my business were psychology rather than ESL, I would be more

reluctant to jump into such an analysis as the one just made without
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a lot more research having been done. It is clear that stylistic
concerns and other subtleties of the language and the psyche enter
into such tense usage determination. The average native spebker, for
example, is much more likely to respond to a query posed in Present
Simple with a Present Simple rather than a Present Continuous response
regaidless of past history or future inteﬁtion unless he.either is

a very strong—willed individual or has firm plans for his future.

But, again, armed with this semi-artificial understanding, the stu-
dent has had order imposed to some degree on a complex and occasion—
ally unwieldy system, He will never error because he has based his

understanding on such an analysis and be will have a basis on which

to interpret or produce when in borderline territory.

Secondary Meaning and Usacge

While each tense in English has a primary meaning and ﬁsage
with which it is associated, no tense is exclﬁsively limited to one
use. We have already disdussed those verbs which can not be expressed
in continuous form and so must have their continuocus meanings expressed
through other tenses. Thisisht one example of secondary ussage of a
form though this kind of secondary usage is of primary importances
other kinds of secondary usage may be of far less prominence in the
language.

Using Present Simple and Present Continuous, our purpose here

will be to illustrate how tenses in general can be used to express
time—references more normally associated with other temnses. While

~ this will be briefly dealt with when of any major significance with
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the other tenses, here we will attempt to examine secondary meaning

of these two tenses in detail.
. In addition to the Nowaemp concept which it is most normally

used with, Present Continuous tense can be used to express two other
concepts, as illustrafed in the follcwing.sentences= ‘

Shets coming tomorrow.

Hets always saying things like that.

In the first examéle, the Present Continuous has been used to
express future time. While not nearly'a# prominent a use of the
tense as its Now/Temp usage, it doeshave fregquency and can not be
merely shrugged off in the ESL classroom where students should learn
to recognize its use, though not necessarily produce it until they
have mastered primary usage of Present Continuous and use of the

Future (will and be going to) tenses.

The future event is more normally expressed with one of these

other tenses with the be going fto form probably having more currency

in spoken English except when used in main clauses of sentences with

gubordinate clauses. The relationship between be going to and the

r

Present Continuous, in terms of form, is apparent as be going %o

utilizes a continuoﬁs form within its extended future form,

The meaningzillustratgd by the second sentence above is used
with far leSS frequency and néed not be dealt with at all in the
ESL classrcom except perhaps in paésing. Certainly its use should
not be encouraged with any but the most advanced of students since
the more prevalent way of expressing the same thing is through the

Present Simple tense. The Present Continuous, paradoxically, is used
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in this way— invariably with adverbs like always and forever— to
stress the strength of present habit. It carries a bit more force-
fulness than thé Present Simple would, but nothing meaningful is lost
by substituting Present Simple in its stead.

Present Simple also has several uses other than the two thus

far discussed but, again, productiom of Present Simple with the less
prominent meanings is discouraged before basic itense understanding '

and use is sound. Students may need, however, to undersiand such

usage at an earlier juncture as they may encounter it raiher early

on and could become confused.,

o Consider and compare usage of the Present Simple in the following

sentences:

1. She studies ewvery night.
2, He is here now,
3. Her train arrives at 6 tomorrow.

4., When he goes to Paris next week, he'll sece the Eiffel '
Tower.

5. "Did you see the movie on TV last night? What about
the part where the murderer comes up the stairs and E
creeps into the bedroom and stabs the girl..." &
In sentence 1 we have vintage Present Simple without any tricks

or deception; the tense of present permanent habit is being used to

‘express just that. Sentence 2 gives us a verb (be) that can not be

used with a continuous form, though the meaning is Now/Temp.,~ So much

have we already discussed.

In sentences 3 and 4, however, the adverbs of time tell us that

the future is being discussed and in sentence 5 it seems that Present

Simple tense is being used to discuss something in the past time, Let's
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exanine each of these cases,

Present Simple.can be used to express future when a "scheduled”
event is involved, Defining a scheduled evenlt is not always easy,
because the psyche of the speaker again enters in, The train example

above is a pure example of a scheduled event, complete with written
timeteble, but in another case the speaker may simply have made &a
mental tick on the calendar of his mind as in

I play poker next Tuesday. _
The President speeks tonight at 8.

This use of Present Simple as future differs from its use in
sentence 4 where the meaning of goes is also in future tipme, In
sentence 3 we can cheerfully sgbstitute Future tense to express its
own meaning at willy it is, in fact, advisable for ESL studenis to
do iust that rather than risk misuse and confusion of concept. In

sentence 4, however, we have a future dependent clause in which
Present Simple form must be used to express future because of form

constraints., When we have if, when, before, after, etc., clauses

with future meaning, we normally must use simple Present tense rather
than Future tense in the subordinate clause, while the main clause

will take Future tense, as in

If she passes the test, she will graduate.
I will see her when she arrives.
After he goes to the store, he will go to the Post Office,

She will return home before she comes to the party.
(It is worth noting that with before and after, we do have the

alternative of using a gerund in place of the subordinate clause

=30=
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subject and verb if the subject of the main clause is the same as
the subject of the subordinate clause,)

This use of Present Simple is inportant to basic mastery of
tenses and should be siressed for both recognition and production
value at the appropriate iime.

Finally, we have Present Simple used for past time, as illus-
trated in example sentence 5. This is called the Narrative or

Historical Present and is often used in retelling a story or movie
the speasker has read, heardor seen. Teachers often use it in the
classroom to set up situations that will elicit vocabulary items

o? to generate conversation., It should be added that Present Con-

tinuous is also used for this purpose, as we try to make our listener

visualize what we are saying in his mind, as if it were happening now,
I feel that the teacher should monitor himself for this type

of usage and consider that when students hear such usage they may

emiate if in inappropriate situations. Using this timeless tense

ié best left till basic mastery has been achieved. Any story can

be told equally effectively with treal! tenses and doing so rein-

forces good language habits.,

Adverbials of Time and Frequency

Some people have an aversion 1o spiders and snakes; when teach—
ing verb concepts, I have an aversion to adverbs of time and frequency,

those fickle little deceivers of time and tense. They simply are

not to be trusted.

This apparent blanket condemmation may be overstated. I do, in
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fact, admit to using them myself. Buti, when teaching verb structures
of English I nearly always try to establish tense concépts before
bringing adverbs of time and freguency into the piéture. I find
otherwise that students rely on the adverbs fo determine the tense
which should be used and tend to use the adverbs a=s the primary.
means for identification of the time frame.

Pew adverbs are truiy reliable enough as indicators to deserve

such trust— at least not without an awareness of the dangers in-
volved., Teachers encourage such associéiions by using them as tense-
determining cues in substitution drills or even by defining tense
through them and this can exacerbate the problem.

Following is a selected list of adverbs and the tenses to which

ESLese commonly binds them in texts and courses:

now ~ Present Continuous

always - Present Simple

Just ~ Present Perfect

yet - Present Perfect

ever - Present Perfect

for — Present Perfect/Present Perfect Continuous
in. -~ Future

next — Future

Consider the following sentences:

Now, he felt, was the time to sirike.
He writes to his mother now and again.
He has arrived just now.
. I will leave now,
The war was Now over.
Now that you have come, you may as well stay.

I always attended classes when I was in high school .

I will always try to do my best.

He hasn't always been like this.

He is always interrupting.

She had always been a good student until she went to
college.
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He is just about to leave.

I am just finishing now.

She just closed the door.

He just stood there when she cried for help.

The bell didn't ring yet.
' He isn't here yet.
He isn't doing anything about it yet.

A PR P o s i M L A A A

Do you ever feel mellow?
Did you ever see Jobn Kennedy?
- Will you ever learn?

He lived there for three years,

He will attend college for four yesrs.
She's staying with us for a few days.

He goes for days at a itime without talking,

She arrives in 3 days.
I finished it in 2 hours.
He is graduating in 2 months.

He left India in 1963 and lived in Pekistan the next year.

In some of the cases (e just stood there" and "Now that you have

come", for example) these words are not even being used as adverbs of

time, but to even the bright students they may seem toc be. In other
cases ("The bell didn't ring yeit", for example) acceptability may be
quastioned'even though most native speskers unblinkingly opt for Past
over Present Perfect in like situations every day in the U.S. In the
majority of.cases, however, these adverbs of time and frequency have
simply been falsgely associated with certain tenses or their associations

have been overly-siressed. This is easy to see for a tense like Pres—

ent Perfeqt where clarity of definition seems next to imposéible due
t0 the complex implications of that tense; associating them with ad~
verbs of time is an easy out.

With this warning.firmly in mind, let us look &t those adverbs

of time and frequency commonly associated with Present Simple and
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Present Continuous. The idea here is to consider them as words that

can be used with these tenses rather than as crutches to be used for
determining tense. Further, we must realize that, given an appropriate
situation, these adverbs may be used with other tenses as well. While
it may be necessary for the teacher 'b-o use adverbs of time and fre-

guency as cues in oral end written exercises at times, he should be

aware of the dangers involved and ready to encourage and accept variant '

responses that might also be appropriate.

Adverbs of time which most commonly are used with

Present Continuous are now and this (bour, morning, week, month, term,

year, etc.). We saw in the examples given earlier that now can also
mean such things as "at that time", "immediately before ‘now'", ‘im-

mediately after 'now'", and "sincé/because“. But, most normally, it
refers to the 'now! of present time., This can also be used with a
number of other ienses, especially since it often only serves to

- establish boundaries on a general present time frame which has a

' past and a future within its parameters. However, it does occur quite
Prequently with Present Continuous in giving an ;i.nd.ica’l:ion that an
activity is on—going, though impermanent.

Other adverbials of time occurring with Present Continuousy

though less prominently, are today (“this day"), at the moment, at

. present, 'preéently and for the time being,

Now and presently can be placed at either the beginning of a

sentence or clause or at the end of a sentence or clause and, less

frequently, between the aux BE and the main verb. The others usually




occur only at the nginning or end of a sentence or clause. For all
of them, placement at the end of the sentence or clause is most fre-
quent.

Adverbs of frequency, infrequently used with Present Continuous
because freguency breeds habit {though nof necessarily péésent habit),

are yet coﬁmonly.found with Present Simple constructions, when
Present Simple carries a « habit/permanence meaning. When Present
Simple is used to indicate a now/temporary meaning or a future meening,

adverbs which agree with those time frames (now or next, for example)

will be found.
From most frequent to least, the following adverbs of frequency
occur along side of Present Simple with — frequency:

Always

Usually

Often/ Frequently
Soﬁetimes
Qccasionally
Rarely/ Seldom

Never

It should be ﬁbted that rarely, seldom and never carry negative

Fs

connotations and, as such, do not normaily occur with not to negativize

them as it does the other adverbs.
Placement of these adverbs of frequency may be initial (except,

usually, with always, rarely/seldom, and never).

Y Sometimes he tries too hard,
(Rarely and seldom ocecur initially only in the curiously irregular
affirmative structure illustrated by the following: Rarely do I have

the opportunity to meet one so fair.)
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Placement may also be final {except, again, usually, with always
and never)
He goes to moviés occasionally,
And, finally, they may also occur medially, without exception

She always does her work.,
He often tells lies.

The main exception on medial placement occurs when be is the verb,

With other verbs, an adverb of frequency is placed before the verb.
With be as the verb, the adverb must follow the verb. Thus:

She rarely comes late,
VBe
She is rarely late,

There are many idiomatic eguivalents of various verbs of freqguency.

Occasionally, in particular, has quite a few synonymous expressions,

such as from time to time, once in awhile, now and then, now and agzain,

and at times., Placement of these is, most normally, either initial or
final,
Other prominent adverbs used with Present Simplé include:
(# of times) a (time unit), meaning "per"

She goes to school five days a week,
He reads 10 books a year,
Ve eat 3 meals a day.

every (time unit)
He studies every night..

She goes to the beach every year.

~=/onf/in (time unit)

They play golf on Fridays.
She sleeps late on weekends,

He works nights,
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I study (in the) evenings.

It should be noted that the -s can be omitted, but the idea of

recurrent Fridays, evenings, weekends, etec., remains,
THE AUXTLIARTES: A PROBLEM OF DJUALITY

It would seem to be enough of a problem for_English‘that so

many vocabulary items have multiple meanings., A student of ESL

is forevef running into this sort of ahnoying problem. If's more
frustrating to misunderstand when one recognizes each word and
thinks he kmows what each of them means than when the words are
strange to him to begin-with, This lack of one word-one value
accounts for one of the reasons effective computer transiation pro-
_grams have been difficult to set up. The prime example of this

problem occurred during early aettempts when the adage "The spirit
is willing but the flesh is wezk" was fed to 2 computer and trans-
‘lated into Russian and theﬁ back to English, re-emerging as "The
vodka is strong, but the meat is rotten".

Any student who has ever itried to learn any language has had

similar problems over this common linguistic phenomenon.

One aspect of this problem, alluded ito on previous pages, pro—
vides major interference in learning how to properly use the English
verb., This is the duality in function of the words which are used
to form our verb tenses. It could be argued that those "three little
words" — be, do, and have — cause more mistakes by ESL students

than anything else in the language. Xach is an auxiliary or helping
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verb and each is a full verb, a verb carrying semantic rather than
just syntactic meaning. Only one basic tense of English (Future will
tense) does not use one of these words or their variant forms in its
expression.

| Do is the easiest of the three %o deal with and to understand. '
It has the lowest usage frequency of the three as a lexical verb and
as an auxiliary it seems to yield less incorrect use than the others.

As an auxiliary it is used to form fewer tenses than either of the
other two and the tenses which it helps to form are of comparatively
less complexity conceptually than some of the tenses of which be and

have are a part. The tenses do is used with, however, are high fre—

guency tenses.

In terms of form, both auxiliary and lexical do take the same
forms: do and 3P3 does in Present Simple and did for all persons in
the past. In neither of these tenses doesthe auxiliary normally
surface in the affirmative except, as described earlier, in sitressing
the affirmative quality of a statement or as a stylistic prosodic
subftlety. The other auxiliaries—— be and have— are always present
in affirmative, as well as negative and question, constructions.

Aux do is used with not to form the negative, as in

He does not like 1it.
He did not go.

and is most usually contracted with not, changing the vowel quality

of do {in all but 3PS) from /duw/ to /dow/.in Present Simple.
Do is also used as an auxiliary in question formation, affirm-

ative and negative, except in Who or What questions where the unknown
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being requested is the subject of the answer.

Do you live here?
Did he buy a car?

" Don't you like him?
Didn't he go?

What dcoes he do?
Where did he go?

Who killed him?
What caused this?

It should be noted that, with be and have, the auxiliary is used
in all guestions, even Subject questions; however, since the subject

is the question word (Who or What), normal inversion of auxiliary

and subject does not take place.

As a lexical verb, do has a plethora of uses, but most often
means "perform an action".
Problems are minimal for students compared with be and have,

but do occur, especially in what, to the student, appears io be

meaningless reduplication.

Do you do your job well?
Did he do his homework?
She doesn't do anything.
But I do do it.

One particular experience I once had, which has since been .repeated,
occurred :Ln a lesson where this reduplication problem cropped up. Stue
dents were having few problems with transforming simple pre:;-*.ent state—
ments into yes/no questions, a process involving placing aux 11.2 at ‘
the beginning of the question, transferring 3PS from the main verb to

the aux, and using yes/no gquestion intonation. Then we ran into the

following sentence:
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He does his work well,
A slower student offered
*Does he his work well?
neglecting to use a verb at all. ‘Several of the better students,
recognizing work as a verb, came up with
Does he work well?
which is a perfectly acceptabie formation, but the wrong transforma—

tion. Even when modeled for them correctly and explained as graph—
ically as possible, they were reluctant to utter what, for them,
still seemed a meaningless redundancy.

Lexical be is the only verb in the language that does not re-
quire use of aUx_gg in Present Simple and Past tense gquestions and
negatives in American English.1 The verb and subject are simply

inverted in question formation aﬁd a bald not is inserted after the
verb to form the negative.

As mentioned earlier, the be verbs are difficulil for students
to see as one package due to their widely disparate sounds. No other
verb creates quite the same problem for tihe langﬁage learner in this

respect.

1 This is not true in British English where lexical have also doesn't

require the auxiliary do in questions or negatives.

Have you a cigarette?

I haven't a cigarette.
If the American teacher of ESL is to accept this from his stu&ents, he
should take care that the exception doesn't become the generalization

with other verbs.
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Let's loock at the various forms be takes.as a lexical verb:

Infinitive: , be
Pregent Participle: being
Past Participle: been i
Present Simple: - am/arefis ;
Pregent Continuous: (See Present Simple) i
Past Simple: was/were
Past Continuous: : (See Past Simple)
Future Simple: will be (or am/is/are going to)
; Future Continuous: (8ee Future Simple)
i Present Perfect: - have been/has been
B Present Perfect Continuous: (See Present Perfect)
A Past Perfect: had been
T Past Perfect Continuous: (See Past Perfect)
J Future Perfect: will have been

':ﬂ Future Perfect Continuous: (See Future Perfect)

This is further complicated when we get into passive voice, for

aux be has two primary uses:

1) It is used, with —ing, to form any of the continuous

tenses:
I am working L T have been working
I was working I had been working
I will be working I will have been working

2) I+t is used, with the past participle, to form the passive

"voice {Tense + Eg,+_'aét Participle)

It is being dog
She has been £ir&d)

The books will be burngd)
It will have heen finishéé)

This latter usage can even result in such consiructions as
It has been being work@ on

though we would probably revert to active voice or to another aspect

of the time frame involved when possible in order to avoid such a

tongue~-twisting construection,

So, even within aux be there is duality of functionj and this

duality causes problems for the learmer. Siudents can easily get losit
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with all the be's that can crop up. We can make it more difficult
through use of a modal, causing an even more obvious reduplicating

effect, as in

My ear isn't here. It must be being fixed.
Distinguishing the worth of be and of .its continuous forming
pariner —ing in other cases also causes headaches for the student.
Consider the —ing adjective and the gerund:

He is interesting.

His favorite sport is bowling.
"iThere are the verbs hiding here?" the student wants to know.
The answer, of course is is is the lexical verb in each case. In
the former example interesting is describin;g him, not showing an
action he is performing as it would if.interest had an object as in

He is interesting me (in his product),

Virtually any verb that can be changed to an ﬂ adjective is transi-
tive and will take an object if it is indeed a verb, showing an action.
To distinguish bowling in the second sentence a,s- a verbal noun
or gerund we must go to the sense of the sentence. Tom or Dick or
Jane aren't bowling — the sport is.’ And unless we are describing
some person whots a "good sport”, we shouldn't have much difficu}ty

asgessing mea.zizing of the sentence or function of its parts.

Lexical be does one final thing that is both interestin:g and
frustrating, though it only occurs with some of the tenses. It most

often occurs in Perfect usage, such as in
I have been to Burope three times.

Here we can see be has assumed the meaning of "go". The to of the
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preceding sentence is the giveaway here as we can see when we com-
pare the sentence above with

I have been in Europe three times.
which clearly shows the standard locative meaning of be, not the

movement-oriented action of "go'.
Thus we lead up ic a ﬁore difficult distinction to make in—

volving the gerund.

She has been fishing twice this week.
where the be (as "go") is the main verb and.iiﬁhi#ﬁ;is a verbal
noun.. or gerund and Present Perfect {completion ﬁridr to now) rather
than Present Perfect Continuous (duration up to the present) is the
tense., Compare this to:

She has been fishing for three hours.

where the same surface comsitruction has a different purpose and meaning.
Have, as has been discussed, has a variety of meanings as a lexical

item. Like be it also serves several grammatical functions: in forming

causative constructions, in giving us the guasi-modals have to and have
got to  and in forming all Perfect structures, Separating out the

have's and their meanings and functions is at least as difficult as
the similar problem encountered with the be's. Reduplication possibil—
ities again run rampant, as in the following examples:

Before he had it fixed, he had had trouble with his WW.

They have to have had their dinner already.
Of course, we can also mention the fact that these three words

can combine in the same verb structure to bring further delight to
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the suffering student.

When aux do is used, of course, no other auxiliaries are used
in the same structure. However, have is used to form all Perfect
tenses and be is used to form all continuous tenses and all passive
constiructions. Then, too, lexical be, do or have can combine with
these auxiliaries (except lexical be with aux.gg). So, with apologies

to all students, let's examine the possibilities:

1 aux do I dontt do much work.,
lex do

2 aux do
lex be

3 aux do Do you have a pen?
lex have
4 aux be He is doing his work,
lex do
5 aux be o She's being naughty.
lex be
6 aux be He is having lunch.
lex have
T aux have They have done it.
lex do
8 aux have He has been there twice.
lex be
9 aux have He has had a cold.
lex have
10 double aux be Her work is being done,
lex do

1l double aux be
lex be

12 double aux be A good time is being had by all.
lex have

13 aux & mod have He has to have done it,
lex do
14 aux & mod have You have to have been there.
lex be
15 avx & mod have She has to have had lunch by now.
lex have
16 aux & caus have _ She has had it done.
lex do




17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26’

217

28 mod have & have & be aux It has to have been done,
29 mod have & have & be aux

30 mod have & have & be aux A good time has 1o have been had.

Obviously the possibilities for confusion are great, even if

One further aspect helps to make internalization of have and

aux & caus have
lex be

aux & caus have
lex have

aux, mod & caus have
lex do

aux, mod & caus have
lex be

aux, mod & caus have
lex have

have & be aux
lex do

have & be aux
lex be

have & be aux
lex have

have & double be aux
lex do

have & double be aux
lex be

have & double be aux
Jex have
lex do

lex be

lex have

certain of them are less than prominent in actual usage.

be (though not really do) usage difficult. As mentioned we contract

our auxiliaries freguently and we contract them to such an unstressed
state that they become lost to the studentd ears and become easy to
overlook,

He's writing a letter.

I've seen him recently.

He has to have had it done for him,
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I have been doing it.
They have been being good.
A good time has been had by =all,

The work has been being done.

A good time has been being had.
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They even seem to disappear completely in many instances as they

are assimilated by surrounding sounds:
Hets seeing a movie.
Itve finished.
Welre reading our books.
Shéls spelled the word.
Even when heard the student often has trouble picking out what
the contraction has been contracted from. The -s, for example, has

such a variety of function in English that the student has to separate

it from plurals and possessives first and then decide whether it means

has or ise

He has finished. Hel's finished.
He is finished. He's finished.‘

Former students of mine (primarily Thais whose native language
has no final /S/ sound) have complained to me that everything in

English sounds like /s/. There is some truia to such a characieriza-
tion. The g's of English can indeed be confusing.

Reduplication, weakness of stress and the generally otherwise
difficult concepts behind usage of these "3 little words"™ all combine
to make mastery of understanding and usage a difficult guest for the
ESL students.

Too many students become frusitrated after mounting exposure and
tend to tune them ocut and concentrate on understanding and éroducing

only the bare-bones gist of spoken and written language. By so doing,
they are permanently retarding their language growth and placing un-—

necessary limitations on their ability to communicate with the language.
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MODATITY: LIODIFYING FORM & MBEANING

When we wish to gualify the action expressed by a verb in
terms of possibility, probability, advisability, necessity, oppor-

tunity and the like we employ the modal, The use of modals forces

form changes on the rest of the verb form and it is these changes

that we wish to discuss here,
Modals are not a part of the expression of tense meaning (except
for will which is used in forming future tenses). Unlike auxiliaries,

they themselves have no —s or —~ing or past participial forms. Also,

as we have seen several auxiliaries can be used consecutivel& in 8 g
verb structure, but only one modal can be included (although the l

quasi-modal have to can be preceded by a full modal such as might,

may, or could), Therefore, the future marker will disappears com-

pletely when qualifying a future verb construction with (another) ;E

modal,

Modals force us to alter the form through which the tense is

expressed because of one very important characteristic— they may

never be followed by any verb form, auxiliary or lexical, other than

an unmarked infinitive form. This has immense repercussions on the

whole tense system, creating a collapsing effect throughout, which

will become evident in the paradigm below.

The modal may is conveniently used to illustrate this effect

because of its synonymy with the non-modal maybe. It should be

added that what the language makes convenient for the analyst, it

mekes problematic for the language learner, as the —be of maybe is
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easily confused with be aux, as in may be, can be, might be.

Tense  Without Modal With Modal

Pres. Maybe he studies. He may study. :;

Pres Con Maybe he is stuéying. He may be studying. E

Future Maybe he will study. ' He may study.
G Fut Con Meybe he will be studying. Ee may be studying. 4
I Past Maybe he studied. He may have studied.

Past Con ﬁaybe he was studying. He may have been studying.

§ Pres Perf Méybe he has studied He may have studied.

P:r.-.eg Perf Maybe he has been studying. He may have been studying,

on : .
Past Perf*  Maybe he had studied. He may have studied.

Past Pexrt Maybe he had been studying. He may have been studying.

Con
ut Perf ¥eybe he will have studied. He may have stiudied.
Fut Pert Maybe he will have been He may have been studying,
. Con . studying. '

We can easily see what has happened here. Present Simple and
Future Simple have collapsed intc one form., Because a Kmoda.l mast be
followed by a simple, uninflected verb form— an unmarked infinitive—
we must drop the 3PS —s from studies; and because two modals can not
occur. in the same structure, we must replace will with the new zﬁbdal.

Present Continucus and Future Continuous collapse into one form
as the 3PS of is must be changed to the base form be for Prezent Con—.

tinuous and the will is again supplanted by the new modal in Future

Continuous.

All Perfect forms retain their perfect nature as expressed through

the have Perfect marker, but are leveled by the same rules expressed
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above, The continuous forms retain their be -ing markers, but are

altered in accordance with the restrictions placed on the form of the
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have aux by the modal.‘
Pest and Past Continuous undergoe the most severe modification
as they can't employ the very past forms (:gg and.ggéfgggé) that
define them; thus they coliapse into the perfect form molds as well.
We saw earlier that for those verbs that could not itske a be =ing

or continuous form, a collapsing effect also took place. For twelve

basic tensel meanings, we had but six tense forms we could use to

express them, With modals, the effect is even greater: we must now

use but four forms to express the same twelve time frames., If this

~seems like simplification of the task of learning English, it really

e
e isn't because it detracts again from the studeni's ability to retain

a firm concept of basic form-meaning relationships in verb constructions

where modals are not used. It can only simplify matters for the siu-

dent if he has a strong foundation and understands what is happening

with the use of modals.
If only four forms exist to express twelve concepts, how do we
determine the time reference the speaker is making., Again, this is

usually not as difficult as it would seem as we again have context

to supply us the necessary cues. Adverbials, for example, which other-
wise nay only qualify established time reference or even be jotally
redundant, may be called on to carry a heavier load in supplying
meaning when used with modal verb constructions,

Aside from the tense form modifications they bring, the modals
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are problematic in other ways. Let us briefly examine several of

the other issues involved.

First, just as they cause the forms of tenses to change, so
can they be altered (in meaning) by the tenses with which they are
used. Thus, while the must of

I mist see him soon.

implies necessity, the must of

I must have seen him.
expresses & logical sort of deduction.
The problem of meaning of a modal is great; could, for example, @

has at least four uses (expressing ability, opportunity, permission, -

and possibility), which are partially dependent on the tenses could

is used with,

Further, although described traditionally as having Present and

Past forms, as in can/could, may/might, will/would, shall/should,

this is misleading and of far less relevance today than it once was
in an earlier period in the history of the language. By such a deg-
cription the following would seem totally anamolous:

I might go toﬁorrcw.

He may have gone yesterday.

Would you lend me your pen, please?
He can't have meant what he said.

What's more, modals used negatively do not always mean the op—
posite of their affirmative as in the following comparison of must

and have to:

I must go. I have to go.

bt I must not go. # I don't have to go.
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Finally, several of the modals can be contracted, weakening them
to the extent where they are easily overlooked.and under-heard and
doing little to support a learner's solid'foundation. Would, for
exemple, with its contracted 'd (/d/ or /id/) form, even when heard,
lends itself readily to confusion with the 'd of auxz had, just as the
/s/ of contracted is is in conflict with the /s/ of contracted has

and with plural and possessive —s.

INDIRECT OR REPORTED SPEECH

Still another tense-modifying aspect of English that changes
tenge usage is the occurrence of indirect speech. Tense change
that takes place due to this is somewhat more radical than change

due to use of a modal, but it's relatively logical and, in some

respects, seems easier to learn.

Indirect or reported speech basically means taking what someone
has said (Direct Speech) and re-uttering it with the prefatory 'He
said that'! or 'She told me that'; l

Yost texts present. this phenomenon in a very logical, almost
mathematical manner. The rule of thumb is given as "just go back
one tense until you can't go back any further"., Thus:

n"T giudy English,"

becomes
He said that he studied English,

If he had said:
"] gtudied English."

it would have been repérted ag:

He said that he had studied English.
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And if he had said:

"I had studied English,"
it could have been reported back only as

He said that he had studied English.
since we have no tenses that can "go back" any further than Past

Perfect does.

Now, while demonstrating that Past tense can indeed be used to
express the present habit normally associated with.Present Simple
tense (and that Past Continuous, likewise, can be used to express
the now/temp concept), this formula does not really hold true bnée
hundred per cent, It's probably the best way in which to teach the
concept since the speaker will not err through following the Tormula,
But, the teacher should recognize that more is involved than this,

should his students encounter other usage thét might confuse them,

Let's take the sentence, "I live here," Through using the for-

mila, we would be inclined to report it as
He said that he lived here.
Now if he said this back in 1960 and he now lives elsewhere, our

report of this (given above) would be the only correct one; but if,
for example, he has recently said this and it is still true we have
the option of going with the formula or of saying:

He said that he lives here,

They are equally correct.
This whole issue brings up one further point that any teacher

will recognize if he has ever sought reading material that adequately

reinforces tense usage. All stories or novels (of a fictional nature,
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anyway) are written in a past time frame,

Now, "now" is the time from which all tense usage stems and "now"
;s ever—changing, with other tenses moving in relationship to “"now"
while the events originally expressed through these tenses remain -
attached to times that have changed their relationship to."now" with
the passage of time. There are really three "now's" involved in any

story: +the reader's "now", the writerts "now", and the "now" of the

story itself,
The reader's "now" is the time at which the story is being

read, obviously, This is the future to the writer who, as he is
writing his story, hopes that he will indeed have readers., He is
writing the story im his "now" and because his ability to write the
story depends on the knbwiedge he has (which, by definition, could
only have been gained from an earliér point in time), the "now" of

the story is expressed in past tenses, except in dialogue and occasion—

al references to general truths or attempts at describing real settings.

Therefore, in written English and especially in fictional Eng-
'lish, tenses such as Past Perfect are used to a far greater degree
and tenses like Present Cohtinuous or Puture, to a far lesser degres
than they are in conversational English,

In a novel, Past Continuous (and Past) tenses become the "now"
~means of expressipn and Past Perfect the means for expressing what
normally would be expressed by Past tense. For this reason, plays,

- which are based in dialogue and tied to a static "now", may be read

to better effect if tense reinforcement for conversational English is

a goal,
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Heretofore we have dealt primarily with the Present Simple and

Present Continuous tenses. We have iried to analyze these tenses
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thoroughly and along the way have also discussed issues such as
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modality, auxiliary verbs, adverbs of time and frequency and indirect

AN

speech which are inexiricably bound to these and all other tenses.

Space restrictions preclude such a thorough analysis of each
of the other major tenses. Still, in this section we will attempt

to characterize the other major tenses and to demonstrate the most

important aspects of each. The main thrust will be aimed at com—
paring and contrasting these tenses, for it is only through the
relétionships which these tenses have with one another that they can
adegquately be understood. We shall also try to demonstrate some of

the special problems involved in learning each of the tenses.

When we teach a new tense we can ( and should) introduce it
through what the student has already learned, contrasting it in

terms of form and meaning with related tenses. When understanding

of the concepts involved has been demonsirated, we can work on

production of the new structure in isolation until students feel

comfortable with the form and can produce it with some degree of
spontaneity. Once this has been accomplished, we again pair it
eagainst a related structure (or structures), considering again re-

lationship in both form and meaning. Finally, we integraie the new

structure into the total system the student has thus far learned,

practicing the new structure along with all other tenses the stu-—
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dent has previously learned.

With this in mind, let's look at the other tenses, They will
be discussed in a sequential order. The particular sequence offered
here is by no means definitive and variations may prove equally logical

and effective.

PAST STHPLE

Primary Meaning

Used to express an event which has zalready occurred and has been
completed. Either it occurred at a specific time in the pasi, stated
or understood, or it hes no possibllity of being repeated in the future.

He went to the beach yesiterday.

Did you see Tom at the store? (the speaker is aware of
the period of time the addressee was at the store)

My late father visited Germany twice.

Fornm

The affirmative is formed by attaching —ed to the end of the
lexical verb (for regular verbs onlyi. there are many highly individu-
alistic irregular past forms as well).

In questions and negatives the, auxiliary d4id is used in place of

—ed.  to carry the tense meaning., In the negative did not (or didn't)

precedes the lexical verbs in questions inversion of did and subject
occurs,
Further Past usage is reflected in the following forms:

Passive: was

wore + past participle

Both tense and passive forming be are reflected in




was or were:

The money was stolen.

Thirty people were killed,

With modals: lodal + 22V® 4 ¢ 4 Past Participle

They could have gone yesterday.
She should have been sick last week,

With Indirect Speech: had + V + Past Participle

"T was there.
He gaid that he had been there.

Meanine Relationships and Contrasts

1) With Present Continuous: past (already completed) vs. now (stlll

occurring)

2) With Present Simple: past habit vs. present hebit

(Note: While past habit can be expressed through Past Simple

tense, another struciure also exists expressly for the purpose

of expressing past habit (used to)

He studies English evéry day.

He studied English every day (when he was in school).

He used to study English every day (when he was in school).

3) With other tenses not yet taught:

&) Past Continuous: A complete activity in the past vs. a point

in time during an activity in the past.

b) Present Perfect: For this quite complex relatlonshlp, see

Present Perfect.
c) Future: Past time vs, Fubure time

This relationship is noteworthy for its balanced symmetrical

aspect since Past tense and Puture tense do the same things;

virtually, in their respective time frames (i.e.— they can

express inception, duration and repetition“éndﬁarefused.to

show a complete action as opposed to the primary meanings

of their continuous tenses),

d) Past Perfect: Before now vs., Before another time in the past
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e) Present Perfect Continuous: Duration past to past vs, dura-
tion past to present

f) Future Perfect Continuous: Duration past to past vs. duration
past, present or future up to a point in time in the
future

g) Past Perfect Continuous: Duration past to past (complete
activity) vs. duration past to past (incomplete activity

or activity completed or interrupted by another activity)

Other Special Prbblems and Usage:

1) Iriegularity: The coﬁcept of Past Simple tense is relatively
easy (until later comparisons with other tenses crop up). The most

difficult thing at the time of introduction of this tense, however,

is learning the many basic irregular verbs English has, such as go—

went, leave - left, see — sew, swim - swam, etc., Even here, though,

there is a degree of order within the apperent disorder as a great

many irregular past forms can be learned through analogy with other

irregular forms.

2) Duration and Inception: Past Simple tense is used to ex—
press events that have duration,

I lived in France for two years.

events that have duration, but the durative aspect is not at issue,
and so isn't reported,
We saw a movie last night.

events that have no real duration,

She dropped the pen.
or events that may have no duration of themselves, but merely mark

the begimming or inception of other events {or states).

He began to work. (and then he worked)
I got on the bus. (and I was on the bus)
He died. (and then he was dead)

-
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She caught a cold. (and then she had a cold)

When working with Past tense (and again with Future tense) in

its initial stages, it's important to work with the concept of dura—

tion because it will save a .lot of confusion and backtracking later

when dealing with the perfect continuous tenses, past, prgsent and
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future, whose primary functions are io express duration., A4Also,

better ground will have been laid for introducing these later tenses
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by way of contrasting them with the durative Past Simple (and Future

Simple).

Early introduction of the concept of the verbs of inception is

equally important. Many languages either do not meke the distinction
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between a verb of inception and its resultative verb or make it only

in selected instances. Thus many mistakes (such as the following)

are mades

*He married for 10 years.

*She met him.for 3 years.

¥She caught the flu for 2 weeks
*He died for 10 years.

TR

where the verb marking the begimming of a state is used to express

the duration of the state.
Equally prevalent are the mistakes caused by using the resultative
verb to mark the inception of an event, as in:

*She knew him last night. (meaning, She met him last night.)

*He was dead 3 weeks ago. (meaning, He died 3 weeks 2Z0.)

*T worked at 8 o'clock., (meaning, I began ito work at 8.)

*He was an engineer in 1960, {meaning, He became an engineer in 1960,

English itself is not always faithful to the distinction., For
example, we use the normally inceptive verbs of come and go to express
duration, as in
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I went to the party for a few hours.
(I went to the party and stayed for a few hours.)

He came here for 2 weeks.
(He came here and remained here for 2 weeks.)

But, again, English usually does make such a distinction and

many errors can be eliminated if this concept is worked with, A

Egé
s
g
:

few of the verbs of inception (with their resultatives) include:
get (on, in, married, up, etec.) be(on, in, married, up,etc.)
become (a doctor, student, etc.) be(a doctor, student, etc.)
start or begin (any action) any verb of action which can

_ have duration

die ' be dead
finish be finished
meet know
catech (a cold) have (a cold)
£211 (in love) - be (in love) .
leave, go be gone

With a great many of the verbs of inception, the resultative
verb will be be, often followed by & participial adjective, another
gquite difficuli concept, especially since this construction is identi-

cal in form to the pessive voice. Nevertheless, the easier and more

basic verbs, such as begin, stari, become and get should be worked

with early and contrasted with their resulitatives.

'

FUTURE STMPLE

Primary Meaning ' -

Used to express an event that will occur in the future and is
a complete event,

Form

There are two primary future forms: be going to and will., Both

have currency and need 1o be learned for production and recognition

value. Be going to is probzably used more in conversational English
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in situations where future evenis are being discussed except in main

clauses of sentences which have subordinate clauses ( if, when, é.fter,

before) where will is normally used

1) be going to future: the appropriate person—determined

present form of be (is, am, are) + going + the verb infinitive

He is going to see nme.

I am going to do it.

They are going to be there.
In the negative, not is inserted between the be form and going
o ' o3 in forming questions, the be form and the subject are inverted.

2) will future: will + unmarked infinitive form for all persons

I
w
“

I will go there.
He will do it.
They will be happy.

In the negative, not is inserted between will and the lexical

_ ’ verb; this is often contracted to won't /wown'b/. In forming questions,
standard inversion of will and subject occurs.
Further Future usage is reflected in the following forms:

Passive: will + be + V + past participle

With modals: Modal + unmarked infinitive

With Indirect Speech: will changed to would
"I will go."
He said that he would go.

'Meaning Relationships and Contrasts

1) With Present Continuous: a) Future vs. Now
b) Future vs. Fuiure

As a secondeary meaning, Present Continuous can also be used to

express future time.

I will leave in a few days,.
I'm going to leave in a few days.
I'm leaving in a few days.
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2) With Present Simple: a) Future vs present habit

He will go to the library tomorrow.
He goes to the library every day.

b) Future habit vs. present habit

I'm going to smoke when 1 grow up.

I smoke.

¢) Puture (independent clauses vs., Future

~ {dependent clauses)

He will go next week. He will see her then.

When he goes, he will see her.

Note also that Present Simple can be used to express future time
for scﬁeduled events.
3) With Past Simple: Future time vs. past time

As noted under Past tense, the Future is the symmetrical balance
of the Past. What Past tense can express for past time, Future tense
can express for future time, Also, while adverbs of time are usﬁally
unreliable as indicators of tense, Past and Future do often use the
ﬁicely balanced temporal opposites expressed through in vs..ggg and

next vé. last.

4); With other tenses not yet taught:

‘a) Future Continuous: a whole activity in the future vs. & point

in time during an activity in the future
b) Present Perfect: future vs, before now
When Present Perfect is used negatively or in situations
involving repetition or possible repetition of an event, the
implication is that the event may or will occur (again) in
the future. (See Present Perfect for further discussion)

cj Puture Perfect: after now vs. before another time or event in

the future

d) Puture Perfect Continuous: duration of a completed activity,
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future to Puture vs. duration of an uncompleted activity or
of an activity interrupted or completed by another activity,
pé.st,' present or future to future

Other Special .Problems and Usage

Puture tense presents few problems compared to other tenses., Ii
doesnt't have the irregularity of individual verbs that Past tense does,

for example, In fact, once a student gets past ithe most basic of

problems— using Present Simple tense for all itime fra;.me‘s-—-— the main
problem a student will have with Future tense will be in overusing it
in situations where Future Continuous, Future Perfect or Future FPer-
Tect Continuous would be more appropi‘ia.te. |

Even here the problem isn't as great as it is in the fast for
three main reasons, First, there are more ienses used for past time
than for future. In aé.dition to the analogous Past, Past Continuous,
Past Perfect and Past Perfect Continuous, there are the Present Per-
fect and Present Perfect Continuous tenses that link past aotivity
to the present time. Furthér, gince we tend to discuss with gresater
frequency that which we know to be true (i.e.—what has slready hap-
pened) rather than to e;peculate on what will happen {i.e.—— the only
pa.rtially predictable future) we can expect that past time~oriented
tenses will be used more. Finally, we can conirive usage of Puturetl

Simple in many instances in & normally Puture Perfect or Future Per—

fect Continuocus situation wﬁereas substitution of Past for Past Per—
fect or Past Perfeot Continuous is often more difficult.

Several other issues of Future tense usage should be mentioned.
Pirst, students will naturally tend to use the will form with greater

frequency than be going to, simply because it is eadier for them to
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form. Second, the going to of be going to is often altered by the

native speaker to /gemne [/ and this should be practiced for at least
recognition value if not for production as well, Third, when prac—

ticing with will or be going to, it's a good idea to include lexical

be in exercisea to help students to relate the is's, eam's, are's,

was's, and were's to their be root. Further, one might expect the

contraction '11 to present some problems from the standpoint both of

hearing it and producing it. This of course will depend to some ex—
tent on whether the learner's native language has either a similar

sound or a similar constructiony Thal, for example, does not have

a final f1/ sound., Finally, for the same reasons given for Past tense,

concepts of repetition, inception and duration should be practiced

with Future tense,

PAST CONTINUOUS

Primary Meaning .
Used o isolate & point in time during an event in the past.

I was watching TV when the phone rang.
What were you doing at 10:00 last night?

- Note: This tense ocan also be used to emphasize duration of
an event that is complete, as in
He was waiting all morning.

but this is a secondary use of the tense and Past Simple i.-; more
commonly used for the purpose of expressing the same thing. Com—
pare this type of emphasis with th; use of Present Continuous to
express the habit concept of Present Simple:

He'e forever con,zing late,
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Form _
The affirmative is formed by using the past form of be (was or
were, according to person) + V + —ing

The negative is formed by inserting not or contracted n't afier

e L R L Oy

the guxiliarys quéstions are formed by inverting the a.ux and subject.

Just as lexical verbs like be, gee, wani, ete., can nolt be used
in Present Contimious, the same is true for these verbs in Past Con~
tinuous (and in all continuous tenses). Such verbs must take Past
Simple form wﬁen mesning is that normally associated with Past Con—

tinucus.

He was waiting on the corner when we arrived.
VB.
He was on the corner when we arrived.

Purther Past Continuous usage is reflected in the following forms:

Passive: was “
were + be + -ing + 'V‘-i- past participle

With Modals: Modal + have + been + V + —ing

With Indirect Speeochs was/were —ing, according to the for-

mula;s given, changes to had been —ing

"I was reading."”
He said that he had been reading.

Meaning Helationships and Contrasts: '

1) With Past: Past point in time during vs. Past complete activity

She slept from 8 to 11. She was sleepihg when he axrrived
at 9-

- Notice the contrast in the following sentences:

What were you doing when he shothyou@
I was just sitting there.

What did you do when he shot you?
I fell on the floor.

Such contrasts are well—employed when teaching the distinction between
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these twe tenses.
2) With other tenses not yet taught:

a) Future Continuous: Point in time during in the past vs. Point
in time during in the future

AR A SR

A AL

b) Past Perfect Continuous: Point in time during an event in the
past vs. duration up to a point of time in the past

Other Special Problems and Usage:
The contrast with Past tense meaning needs to be especially
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stressed (a.nd., later, the contrast with the Past Perfect Continuous)
In addition, its balance in meaning with Future Continuocus and the

common formation formula it shares with both Present Contimious and

Future Continuous should be pointed out and contrasted in drill prac—

tice, especially if the form is causing problems for students. Finzlly,

those verbs which can't take continuous forms need to be worked on

along side of those verbs which do.

FUTURE CONTINUQUS

Primary Meaning

Used to isolate a point in time during an event in the future,

When she arrives, we!'ll be sitting here.
Don't call me at 11, 'I'1l be working then.

-3‘Note: Future Contimious is seconderily used as yet another

means of expressing the -concept more normally expressed by Puture
Simple tense. This usage need be taught for recognition only as it
can sometimes sound awkward, where Future will or be going to will

always be correct.

" Form

The affirmative is formed with will + be + V + =ing for all
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The negative is formed by inserting not after will or by contraoting

will not to won't; questions are formed by inverting will and the sub-

;leot.
It should be noted that as with Past Continuous and Present Con—

tinuous, some verbs (like be, like, own) ‘cemnot normally be used in
this temse, but must use Future Simple (will or be going to).
Compare the following: I
We'll be waiting here when you come.
_ Ve Wetll be here when you come,
" It should also be noted that the slternative form for forming
Future Continuous is be (an/is/ave) + going to + be + V +-ing, But

it is probably less prominent than the will continuous construction,

Further Future Continuous usage is reflected in the following
forms:
Pessive: will + be + being + V + past participle

Dinner will be being cocked when you get here,

With Modalas: Modal + be + V + ~ing
With Indireoct Speech: will most normally changes to would

"I will be working then,"
_ Be said that he would be working then,

Meaning Relationships and Contragts:

1) With Future: Point in time during an event in the future vs. Com-
plete activity in the future

She will study from 8 to 12,
At 8130 she'll be studying.

We are going to live there from 1980 to 1983.
" In 1981, we'll be living there.
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Notica, as :Ln the example contrasting Past a.nd. Pa.st Continuous: _

What will you be doing when she comes"
I'll be reading the pa.per.

What will you do when she oomea‘?.
1It1l get up a.nd open the d.oor.

2) With Past Continuous: Point in time during (futura) vs. Poin‘t in
time during (past)

There is one main dlfference in the usa.ge of Fature Continuous

and Past Gontinuous, other than that of future time vs, past time.

When used in when, while, as, etc., clauses, the when/while/as osn

be used in either the main olause or the dependent clause with the
Past Continuouss:

When he arrived home, she was cooking dinner.
When she was cooking dinner, he arrived homs.

But Future Continuous can only occur in the main clause of such

a sentence, as wo can see in the followings:

When he arrives home, she will be cocking.
* When she will be cocking dimner, he arrives home.

T§ correot the secoﬁd-santence, two things must be done to give the
sentgnos the same analogous meaning prreased above with Past Gon-;-
tinuocuss: ﬁe must cha;zgé future Continuous to Present Continuocus
and Preseﬁt back to Puture., Thus, our correctiﬁn will read:

When she is cooking dinner, he will arrive home.

3) With. other tenses not yet ta,ught:

) Future Perfeot Continuous: Point in time during (future) vse

duration of an event up to a point 1n the future

Qther Special Problems and Usage:

Contrast with Future tense needs to be especially emphasized
for the sake of primary Future Continuous meaning. Whereas we can -

often use Puture Continuous to. express Future tense meening, we
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'm&$~not use Future tense to express Future Continuous meaning except

with those verbs which can't take continuous forms., Further, Fuiure

Continuous needs to be compared in meaning with Past Continuous as

this is one way concepts can reinforce one another. PMuture Continu-
ous form should also be compared to both Past Continuous and Present
Continuous, With knowledge previcusly gained through siudying these
other two tenses, the teacher should be able to elicit both form and
meaning of Future Continuous from students with relative ease., Finally,
again those sﬁecial verbs that cant't také continuous forms should be

worked on together with other verbs with this tense concept.

PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS

PrimagZ:Meanigg

Used to express duration from past to nowy it might be described

- a8 the Bridge tense, as it links the two time frames,

He has been living here for two years.

They have been studying English since 1973.
Form

The affirmative is formed with have {or 3PS has) + been + V +
—ing. Have is contracted to 've and has to 1's.
The negative is formed by inserting not (or contracted n't) after

have or hasj questions are formed by inversion of have/has and the

subject.

As with all continuous tenses, ithe same verbs discussed pre—
viously can not be used in Present Perfect Continuous, but must take
Present Perfect.

Further Present Perfect Continuous usage is reflected in the
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follow1ng forms
P3331ve- Have/Has + been + being + V + past. ‘participle
(Because of the complex and lengthy contstructlon, p3331ve -
voice is usually avoided with this tense. ) '
With Modsals: Modal + have + bsen + V + —ing
With Indireeot Speech- According to the formulas,‘gggg or has changes
to had; however, if the information given in the orlglnal utterance
is still valld no tense change is likely to be made.
"I have been working for three hours."-

He said (& few minutes ago) that he has been working for

threo hours.,
He said (a few hours ago) that he had been working for

three hours.

Meaning_Relationships and Contrasts:

| 1) With Present Continuous: Duration past to now vs. now (nonadurative)
When we use Present Continucus we are 1nterested only in the fact
that somethlng is happenlng Use of Present Perfect Contlnuous tells
us how long something that is happening has been happening when used

with for or since time phrases. When teaching this tense, the teacher

would be ﬁell advised to exploit fhe student's understanding of Present
Continuoﬁs, both in demonstrating its concept and in practicing usage.
2) With Present Simple: Duration up to noﬁ vs. Present Habif

All thaf_was gaid above for the Present Perfect Continuous re—
.lationship with Present Continuous holds true for its relationship

with Present Simple. Just as we can tell with this tense how long a

now/temp event has been occurring, _
- He's reading. He's been reading for 20 minutes.

'Wwe can tell how long a present permanent habit has been going on:
She smokes. She!s been smoking for 2Q years. '

3) With Past tense: 1) Duration past to now vs. Duration past to past

2) Duration of resultative up to now vs. inception

in the past
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Just as Present Perfect Continuocus msy not be effectively taught
or learned without relating it to the present tenses (continuous and

simple), neither can Past tense be avoided in teaching it. It is,
‘after all, the bridge between ppast and present.

Consider the following sequences:

She began to work at 8.
She- is working now,
She has been working since 8.
He mo;ved here in 1966,
It's now 1979 and het*s still living here.
He's been living here for 13 years.
In each ca.ée, Past tense is used to mark inception, Present
Continuous is used to relate the present status of the result of

the verb of inception, and Present Perfect Continuous is used to
Zive the length of duration of that resultative,

Even in such sentences as

He's been beginning to do his homework all night.

or
You've been finishing your IFP for two years,

the speaker's remarks are obviously facetious as they are injeciting
the quality of duration in verbs of inception which normally have
none., (For the record, finish can be viewed as meaning "to begin
to be finished", and as such qualifies as an inceptive verb.) -In
any case, such sentences imply their own past inception:

He began to begin earlier tonight.

and

You began to finish it 2 years ago.
. and the present time resultative ofs

He is still "beginning" %o do his homework.

and
You are still "finishing" your IFP.
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The other major contrast to be nmade is between the Present
' Perfect Continuous and another function of the Past. The Past,
too, can be used %o express duration of an event.

Fe lived there for three years.
I studied English from 1970 to 1975.
She worked 8 bours yesterday.

The difference between Past and Present Perfect Continucus here
is that the event is finished. It began in the past and ended in the

past, while eventsexpressed with Present Perfect Continuous are gti]lﬁ

occurring {or, as we shall soon see, have only_just _ended).

While we oan use for time phrases with all three tenses thus
far discussed which can be used to'e-ipress .d.uration, since can .not :
be used with Past or Future tenses, but only with Present Perfeot
Continucua, sincé 8ince, when used with time phrases, helps to
carry the notion of "from (a time in the past) to now". With the
other two tenses we use from...to phrases,

He lived in Paris from 1960 to 1970.
He will live in Rome from 1985 to 199G,
He has been living here since 1970.

4) With Future Tense: Duration past to now vs. dura.fion future to
: future

In addition to the contrasts already made above, we should men-
tion the fact that Present Perfect Continucus only covers the time
from past to now, but implies (usually) that the event will coatinue

in the future. Thua:
He has been working for 6 hours...
expresses duration up to now of an event that will contiﬁue, as:

. and will_ work f}_::r two more hours,
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5) With other tenses not yet taught:
a) Present Perfect: 1) Dﬁration'péét to now_vs.(nonédurative).
‘ completed action prior to now |

2)- Duration past to now vs. dnratlon past
1o now :

(Note: For a full dlscu531on of the very complex ro-
lationship between these two tenses, see Present

 Perfect)
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b) Past Perfect Gontinuous: Duratlon past to now vs. duration past
- to p01nt in time in the past

c) Puture Perfect Continuous: Duratlon past to now vs. duration
‘past, present or future to polnt in time in

the future

Other Special Problems and Usage: -
1) 1In negative statements, the.Presant‘Perfect'with for or gince
is normally used in favor of Present Perfect Continuous. As such,

T haven't lived there for 10 years.
He hasn't smoked since 1972.

imply that he once did each of these prior to the stated times and
thats

He loft thers 10 years ago.

~and o 1agt smoked a cigarette in 1972.
2) Present Perfect Continuous has a secondary, only slightly altered,
usage. It can indicate duration up until a point just prior to now,

Lock at the wet streets, It's been raining.
Bobby, why are you so dirty? What have you been d01ng?

In these cases, We can see where the horder_between use of Past
(durative) and Present Perfect Continuous,‘and, further, beiween
Present Perfect Continuous and Present Perfeet, is a bit indistinct.

Versus:Present: Perfdct, the difference ié that we're stressing duration

of a completed event rather than just its completion; against: Past-we're
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stressing its relationship t0 a present result rather than merely its

past to past duration.

While complex,'this use of Present Perfect Continuous should not
create too many probiems £or students if the more baaic¢ concepis of
these tenses have already been mastered.

3) Three major problems already mentioned are worth reiterating
briefly in order to foous the teacher's attention on them:

a} Appropriate use of resultatives rather than inceptive verbs
should be practiced with this tense.

b) Separating past to past complete event duration {Past tense),
past to past incomplete or interrupied event duration (Past
Perfect Continuous and Past Perfect), and past to now duration
(Present Perfect Continuous or Present Perfect) can be a prob-
lem and the tenses used to express all of these concepts should
be contrasted with one another through demonstration and prac-

tice,

c) Use of Present Perfect tense for past to now is necessary for

those verbs which can't be used in continmuous tenses.
4) Possibly the greatest problem posed by this tense lies in its
relationship with Present Perfect, a relationship which will be dealt

with in more detail in ocur discussion of Present Perfect.

PRESENT PERFECT

Primary Meaning

1) Used to express an event that has occurred and been com—

pleted at %ome unspecified point or points in time prior to now.
a) When Present Perfect is used, the specific "when" of the

event is beside the point; rather we are interested in the fact
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that something has or hasn't occurred (the "yes" or "no" aspéct)

before now,.

b) Present Perfect denotes past time that is rélevant to present
time, either effecting a present result or happening before now
in & "this" period of time.

¢} If the event expressed is one where possible repetition of

the event is at issue, use of Present Perfect implies that the
event can be repeated in the future; by the same token, when
used'negatively, the implication is "not yet, but possibly, prob-

ably or certainly, it will écour in the future".

Have you seen that movie?
Yes, I have (seen it). I saw it last week.

She hasn't arrived. (We are still expecting her.)

g He's been to Burope twice. (And he may go again.)

5‘? Theytve opened the window. (And, so, it is open.)

o He has had breakfast this morming, (It's still this morning)

2) As a secondary meaning (but one of importance) Present Perfect
is used, like Present Perfect Contimuous, to express duration of an

event from past until now. Its use is especially importarnt here:

a) when negative formations are employed; and

b) for those verbs which can not take continuous forms.

He hasn't lived here since 1960,
They have been here for several hours,

The affirmative is formed with person—-determined have or has +

V + past participle. Have is contracted to 'wve and has to ‘'s.

The negative is formed by inseriing mot (or contracted n't) after

aux have/has; questions are formed by inverting subject and aux have/

_has.
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Further Present Perfect meaning is reflected-in the following forms: 

have

‘Pasaivax has

+ been + V + past paiticiple
- Three pebple have been killed.
With Modals: Modal + bave + V + past participle G
With Indirect Speech: According to the formula, have/has changes to
had; if, however, the orlglnal utterance is reported shortly after
having beéen made and present tlme frame makes Present Perfect form-
- 8%ill viable, the utterancs will probably be reporied unchanged.
"She has left." ‘ ' o .
He %o0ld me (a few minutes agog that she has left,
He told me (at 3:00 yesterday that she had left,
Meaning. Relatlonsh;ps and Contrasts: .
‘1) Wlth Present Slmple-' Completed action 1ead1ng to a present effect
or result vs. the present effect or result’ (temporary or permanent)

She has-learned how to do it.
She knows how 1o do it.

He has had lunch.
He isn't hungry.

© 2) With Present Continuous: Completed before now vs. still occurring now

He has finishéd doing it.: .He isn*t sitill doing it.
He hesn't finished doing it. He is still doing it.

He has studied Economics this year.
He is studying Economics this year,

3) With Past Simple:
a) Unspecific past time vs. Specific past time (stated or understood)
b) Past action=Present result vs, Past actionpNo present result
_c) The past that is present vs. The past that is past

d). Past repetztlon,w1th real or psychologlcal future possibility vs.
-Past yepetition or nonprepetltion with no real or psychologzcal

future possibility

e) Not in the past, but perhaps in the future vs. Not in the past
or in the Pfuture ’

£) Duration past to now vs. Duration past to past

15




The intrlcacles of the contraat between the Present Perfect and
'Past tenses are amnng the mora complex 1n the language, but they can,
. fo: the most part, bhe dealt with 1n;the classroom. One thing, how-
ever,(fhat the teacher must do is to accept the reaiities of a changing
lgnguagggagd to ignbre:or cqmpensate for the prescriptions made by
many ESL texts. For, in real Bnglish, as spoken by educated American—
and, to a_somewhat lesser‘extent,'Britishr—-native speakeré, Past
tense is gaining primacy in certain sifuations where text book English
.'télls us we must use_PreSeﬁt Perfect. The student should be aware of
this,:for if he is taught that you must use Present Perfect under
conditidn'x but'then‘répéatedly.héars Past tense used in that exact
situation, we can only expect him to be thoroughly confused.
Let's examine and dzscuss the contrasts between the two tenses
which we have madé-above, paying particular attention'to how Present
Perfect "territory" has been invaded by the Past pretendsr.

While Present Perfect can never be used where specific time is

. indicated (except when surface snvironment imposes'restrictions on
forﬁ, such és in the case of modals being used with Past tense con—
cepts), Pasf tense is often.used in sentences where specific time is
not statedﬁ

One instance of this oceurs, as,previougly @entiqned, whéﬁ

- the addressee is already aware of the épecific time the event took
place and reiteration might be unnecessarily redﬁndant.

Further, often cited as the prlmary distinction batween Prosent
Perfect and Past is the presence or absence of a present result or

~effect, In real'English (as opposed to book English) this is where
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usage of the two tenses is most blurred. In situations where there
is no present result, only Past, of course, can be used as in:

He opened the door. (But mow it's closed again)

They came to see me. {But have since left)
But, in situations where the result is presently apparent, we can,
it seems, and do, use them interchangeablys

He has opened'the door.

or (It's still open.)
He opened the door.
They have come to see me.

or (And are still here.)
They came to see me.

The greatest amount of confusion between these two tenses prob-
ably occurs because of this unrecognized reality. We keep teaching

Preseut Perfect and using Past.

A further dimming of the Present Perfect light can be seen in

the traditional negative contrast of Present Perfect and Past. If
an event has not occurred up to now, but may yet occur in the future,
we most normally use Present Perfect, a&s in the éontrasts

He hasn't come,

VS
He didn't come,

where use of the Past would indicate "...and he won't", However,
the adverb yet can carry the burden of Present Perfect meaning alone,
and so we have such statements as the following gaining curienoy:

He didn't come yet. (But he will)
The bell didn't ring yet. (But it will)
She didn't .see him yet., (But she will)

With Present Perfect, the yet is a largely redundant feature.

Without yei, use of the Past tense carries a different meaning,

-7~
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Other contrasts of Present Perfect and Past, however, attest to

the fact that Present Perfect retains identity separate from Past
tense in the language. One distinction between the two is related
t0 the concepts of specific and unspecific time, This is the use of
Present Perfect in ithe past of a present time frame. As such we

normally compare Past and Present Perfect with sentences such as the

following:
a2) He has been sick this year.
He was sick last month.

b) He has seen 4 movies this year. He saw one in January
and two in February. He has seen one this month (May).
He: saw it lést week.

o) i, It is still morning. I have smoked 3 cigareites this
morning. ' '

ii, Now, it is 2 in the afterncon. I smoked 3 cigarettes
this morning.(past) and have smoked 2 more this -after—
noon. 1 have smoked 5 ocigasrettes todaye.

iii. It is now 8 o'clock at night. I smocked 3 cigareties
this morning and I smoked 6 cigarettes this afternoon.
I have smoked one cigarette tonight. I have smoked
ten cigarettes today.

The distinction made here holds pretty solid., The two tenses
have virtually no interchangeability at all here., When we are con—

sidering a frame of time as present, any parit of that time frame that

is past is the province of Preseﬁt Perfect.

Related to'the distinction just made is the contrast of past
repetition with future poseibility (Present Perfect) vs. past repetition
with no future possibility (Past).

Thus, we say: |

T have beer to Eurcpe twice. (I could go again)

buts
My late father went to Europe iwice.

~76-
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Here, again, Preseni Perfect and Past are distinct; the only blurring
that exists is a result of the psychology of the speaker. To illus—
trate this, let's use our cigarette smoker again:

(It*s now 11 o'eclock and I'm on my way to bed. I prob-
ably won't smcke any more today):

I smoked 12 cigarettes today,
Here the speaker has relegated that part of today that had to do
with smoking to past time. He feels that future possibility (in

this time frame of today) doesn't exist,

Finally, we have the distinction between durative Present Perfeot

and durative Past where each tense's usage is almost totally clear-
cut.

He has lived here for 10 years.
tells us that he (probably) still does, while

He 1ived here for 10 years.
indicates that he's packed up and moved on. The main contrast here
is between an event that began in the past and has continued to the
present vs. an event that began and ended in the past.

4) With Present Perfect Continuous: Duration past to now ve. duration
past to now

On the surface it would seem that these tenses can be used inter—
changeably and so, much of the time can they be. However, there are
enough problems within this seeming synonymy for us to briefly examine
them.

_a) As reiterated over and again, those verbs which cant't be
used in continuous tenses must take their mon-continucus coun~
terparts, in this case, Present Perfect.

b) With negative usage, indicating that something has not

-19~
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occurred since a time in the past, Present Perfect form is
more normzlly employed since the continuous form can sound
awkwards . .

I haven't smcked for seven years.
I havent't been smoking for seven years.

¢) But, while

I have lived there for 10 years.

and
I have been living there for 10 years.

are virtuslly syn'onymous,
"I have lived there.
and
I have been living there,
are not.  In other words, to express the concept of past 1o

present duration, either for or since time phrases must usual- '

1y be used with Present Perfectj otherwise, Present Perfectts

other meaning, implying completion of an event prior to now,
will reign. This is not true of Present Perfect Continuous

which carries the past to now durative concept without for

or since phrases.

d) And, further, while ,

He has been staying here since Monday.

and
He has stayed here since Monday.

.a.re equivalent in meaning,

: He has been reading that book since last week.

g =nd He has read that book since last week,

are not. With another class of vei-bs, usage of Present Per-

fect as a durative is precluded. _Wi‘th read (and also, write
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finish, go, come and others), Present Perfect reverts to its
_“complef.ed. before now" meaning. Used with _s;:l._p_q_g, it means
completed before novs;, but after a time ma;-ked by since. With
for, either the consiruction :i:s é.wkward

He has rea.d.that book for two days.
or méaning changes subtlely:

He has gone to New York for 3 weeks.
which really means

He has gone to New York (already) and he will stay
there for 3 weeks,

Thus, because Present Perfect has enough of a load to carry

already and a heavy enough battle already joined on its border with

Past tense, I recommend teaching Present Perfect duration past to

now for recognition only in beéinning and intermediate classes,

except for when it must be used with those non-continucus tensge

verbs which have no place else %o go and with negative constructions,

5)

- 6)

With Future Tense: a) Past eveh‘t(s) with possibility of future
repetition vs. future repetition
b) Not yet, but will happen vs. will happen

¢) Duration past to now vs, duration future
to future '

With other tenses not yet taughi:

a) Past Perfect: Completed before now vs., completed before -
another event or point in itime in the past

b) Past Perfect Continuous: Duration past to now vs. duration
past to past o_f an incomplete event or of an event
interrupted or completed by another event

o) Puture Perfect: a) Completed before now vs. Completed before

a point in time in the future




b)'Durétion past to now vs. duration past;

. present or future to a point in time in the future

d) Future Perfect Continuous: Durabion past to now vs. duration
past, present or future to a point in time in the

future.

Other Special Problems and Usage:

From my experiences_as*an_ESi iﬁstructor-énd as an oﬁserver/eval—
| ‘uator of other ESL instructors, I have little doubt that this tense
j ? ' is the most problematlc of all for students to deal with, Whenever
I'm talking to a speaker of English as a Second Language, the first
thlng I always listen for, to see how well he has really learned hls
grammar, is his ablllty to use the Present Perfect apnroprlately.
-In scratchlng:the'surface of provlems created by this_tense we
.g - ‘can briefly enumerate the followings |
1) Confusion over confrast with Past tense.
2) Necessity-df use as the mode of expression.for durative past
e to now with non—continuous yefﬁs and with negative constructions,
;TE ' ' . synonymw.with Present Perfect:Continuous with many verbs, and
inability to be used.for_past to now durative value.with still
dther verbs. |
3) Duality in function of its tense forming suxiliary which is
alSo,amiﬁhségyndalipiihmta}} and a lexical verb with many mean-—

ings, some of which jmpose restrictions on form.

4) Its expanded prominence as a form when modals afe.eméloyed.

5) The weakness of its contractions and confusion hetween the

1s of has and the 's of is (and of. plirrals’and possessives).
6) The many verbs with irregular past participles (used to form

Present Perfect'and other Perfect tenses).
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7) Confusion over the concept distinction between Present Per-
fect action and present result of that action when a parti-
cipial adjective is used. And, further, confusion in meaning
between active and passive voice in situat_ions where lexical
be and a participial adjective are used in & Present Perfect
construction describing a state rather than an a-étion.

He hag gone.
(znd s0). He is gone,
He has been gone for 20 minutes,

He has finished,
(and so) He is finished.
He has been finished for 2 days.
For all of these reasons, and perhaps more, one can only expect
to experience less than smooth:sailing in the classroom when meeting

up with the Present Perfect, oven when armed with total awareneszs of

its intricacies and a well-ordered plan of attack,

PAST PERFECT

Primary Meaning

1) Used to express an event or events which occurred prior to
another time or event in the pasi, especially when chronoclogical
sequence of events might otherwise be unclear.

He had already left when we arrived.
I saw that movie last night. I had seen it twice before.

2) Just as Present Perfect can be used with for or since to

carry durative meaning primarily associated with the continuous form,
so can Past Perfect (with for and, more rarely, sinoe) be used to
express duration (past to past of an incomplete event or of an event

interrupied or completed by another event) primarily associated with
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Past Perfect Contiﬁuous.
Form
The affirmative is formed with had + V + past participle for all
persons. In the ai’firmative; had can be coniracted to ‘'d.
The negative is formed by inserting noi or contracted n't
after the suxiliary. Questions are formed by inverting the suxil-
iary and subject.
Further Past Perfect usage is reflected in the following forms:
Passive: had 4 baen + V + past participle
With Modals: Modal + have + V + past participle

With Indirect Speech: No change in form because, as the
formila implies, "You can't go back any further.”

st § had‘been there twice before."
He said that he had been there iwice before.

Meaning Relationships and Contrasts:

1) With Past: gBefore the past vs. Before now

b)Duration past to past of an event that is incomplete
or of an event interrupted or completed by another e-
vent vs. duration past to past of a complete azctivity

(Por a discussion of the durative contrast, see Past

Porfect Continuous)

Past Perfect is most usually presented in texts in highly stilted
form that bears little relationship to real usage or to usage stu~
dents are likely to employ. Thﬁs, students are often calléd upon
to practice such seniences as:

After I had seen her, I saw him.
We had gone to the post office before we went to the bank.

While this usage is certainly correci, the student is more likely
to0 hear the native speaker using the far more natural

After I saw her, I saw him,
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and
We went to the post office before we went to the bank,

in any setting other than the ESL classroom.

Such usage of Past Perfect sounds uvnnatural because it is un-
necessary. The before and after of the sentences given have already
olarified the chronological order of events that have occurred and
50 we would more normally use Past tense to express each of the events.

However, when in such clausal use of Past Perfect, we use the

more ambiguous when, which, paradoxically, can mean before or afier

(as well as d.uring[while or g._'_t_), we are forc¢ed into using Past Per-

fect to provide the clarification of chronology that {the more specif-

ic after or before might otherwise give us, Thus:

When I had seen her, I saw him.
F When we had gone 1o the post office we went to the bank,
Had we used Pgst Simple with when, the meaning would have been
somewhat ambiguous, but probably would have indicated a meaning of.
"at the same (general) time",
When I saw her, I saw him,
When we went to the post office, we went to the bank.
Since, however, a student will undoubtedly opt for usage of the

more specific (and more easily translatable) after or before, it would

seem that study of the Past Perfeot becomes an exercise in passive
recognition.

However, use of the Past Perfect is not limited to this clausal
use of which BSL textbooks seem so fond. There are several other
kinds of situations :Ln which Past Perfect figures prominently. One

of these we will discuss here, while leaving the others to be handled

under "QOther Special Problems and Usage".
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. Unfortunately, but convenlently, when we deal in teachlng a
' 1anguage, we must often break the language into ba31c unlts. When
studylng the sound system, for example,_we deal at the word-level

to illustrate sounds and dlstlnotlons between sounds (as in minimal

pair drills). Here, uch phonologlcal aspects of the language as.

juncturse, assimilation and the like may be_sacrificed in our attempt
to focus in on the more ﬁanageable word-level.
Likew1se, when we study grammar, we focus on the’ sentence,

since 1t is the smallest unit in which grammatlcal forms and relation-

shlps can be conveniently izsolated in a meanlngful manner,
All of this is by way of 1ntroduc1ng the idea that Past Perfect

may be one tense that is better introduced through the W1¢er context

R A

of the speech act, or; at least, through paired sentences in the man-—
‘ner of mini-dialogues, Tather then in the limiting context of the

31ngle sentence. When considered'within this broader ocontext, Past

Perfect is. more dlfficult to dlSmlss as a secondary tense with only

pﬁﬁsive recognition value.
Notice the use of Past Perfect in the following dialogue—type

gituations:

1) A. Did you watch the movie on TV last night?
‘Be No, I had seen it before.

2) A. Why didn't you go to Spain 1nstead of Greece on

‘ your- vacation?
‘B, ‘Because I had been to Spaln, but I had never been
to Greece before.
3) A. You went to the bank and then the grocery store and
: the shoe store. What did you do next... Did you stop

~at the post office?
B. No, I_didﬁ't._ I'd already been there.

Tn such rather commonplace situations, it seems clear that there
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is & place for Past Perfect in our production repertoires and that
Past tense usage in such situations would be inadequate.
2) With Past Continuous:

a) Completion of an event prior to a point in time in the
past vs, Point in time during an event in the past

b) Past to past duration of an event that is incomplete or
of an event interrupted or completed by ancther event wvs.

Point in time during an event in the past

(For discussion of Past Perfect duration and Past Continuous,
see Past Perfect Continuous,)
She had washed the dishes when he arrived.

T VB :
She was washing the dishes when he arrived,

In the Past Perfect senience, the structure indicatgs completion

of an event before a point in time (marked by the second eveni); in
the Past Continuous sentence, we are indicating that the eveniwas
still ongoing (and had not been completed) at the point in time marked
by the same second event, | '

3) With Present Perfect:

a) Before & time in the past vs. Before now

b) Duration past to past (of an incomplete event or of an
event interrupted or completed by another event) vs.

f

Duration past to now
(For discussion of duration contrast, see. Past Perfect Continuous)
Present Perfect can be used well in illusirating meaning of Past
Perfect, especially where repetition of an event is expresse&, as evi-
denced by the .following examples.
He saw that movie for the third time last night,
He had seen it twice before.

He has seen it three times.

One othar contrast is worth mentioning here. While we can't
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use specific time with Present Perfect, its use with Past Perfeoi is

possible, though it is_mdre-normally‘avoidedg

4)

5)

~ a) Past Perfect Continuous:

- I went to Paris last week and had a great time., I had
been there once before in 1968 and so I knew where to go.

With Present-Peifedt Continuous: Duration, past to past of an
' incomplete event or of an event interrupted or completed

'by another event vs. duration past to now

(For discussion of duration contrast, see Past Perfect Con—
tinuous): '

With other tensea not yet taught:

i, Compleited event before another event or {ime in the
past. vs, duration past to past of an incompleie event
or of an event interrupted or completed by another
event ' _ S

ii, Duration past to past of an incomplete event or of
an event interrupted or completed by another event vs.
duration past to past of an incomplete event or of an
event interrupted or completed by another event.

(For & discussion of this relationship, see Past Perfeat
Continuous), ' | .

b) Future Perfect:

i, Completed before & point in time or another event in
the past vs. Completed before a point in time or another
event in the futurs

ii. Duration of an event (past to past) that is incomplete
or has been interrupted or completed by another avent -
in the past vs. Duration of an event’(past, present or
future to future) of an event that is incomplete or has .
been interrupted or completed by another event in the
future . _ :

c) Future Perfect Continuous: o o

i. Completed before a point in time or anothexr event in :

" the past vs. Duration (past, present or future to future) o
of an incomplete event or of am event interrupted or 3
completed by another event in the future

ii, Duration of an event (past to past) that is incomplete
or has been interrupted or completed by another event
in the past vs. Duration of an event (past, present or
future to futurs) of an event that is incomplete or hasa

- been interruptedor completed by another event in the
future : -
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Other Special Problems and Usage:

S

We mentioned earlier that Past Perfect had several uses other

A A
AT

than in when/before/after tlausal situations. We then discussed use

¥

of the Past Perfect when dependent upon a context broader than that

vwhich a single sentence can supply. Let's briefly enumerate here

other ways in which Past Perfeot is used:

A MR L SR A AL B
T R L ALY

A 1) To express wishes or suppositions about the past contrary

to what actually occurred, &s in the following:

e S

I wish that I had studied for the test. (I didn't study.)
.! If I had studied, I would have passed.

oz Had I studied, I would have passed.

As we can see, Past Perfect carries a meaning more normally
associated with Past tense, However, Past tense in "if'"-type situa-
tions is called on to carry different meanings.

&) Past Possibility

If he was here yesterday, I didan't see him,
(Msybe he was herej I don't really know.)

b) Present contrary to reality or future improbability

I wish I were rich.
If I were rich, I would buy an airplane,

If I went to the party tomorrow, I would have fun.

(But either I am hypothesizing or my feeling is that
I won't go to the party.)

2) To express what is normally the province of Past tense in

novels, short stories and other literature where the "now" of the

action of the story is carried in the Past and Past Continuous tenses,
as has been discussed earlier,

‘ 3) In indirect speech, to repo;-t statenents (or questions) made

in the Past or Present Perfect, as well as in the Past Perfeat.
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"Did you seé her?"
- Ha asked if I had geen her.

"I haven't fin:.shed. yet .
He sa.id that he hadn't fim.shed yet. :

"We had been there twice before."
He said that they had been there tw:.ce before.

It is an mterest:.ng trada—off that Pa.st Perfect a.nd. Presen‘t
Perfect make. While Past Perfect takes reapons:.b:.lity for reporting
mamPresent Perfect sta.tements or q,uast:l.ona in md.:l.reot speech, Present
_ Perfect pays its debt, in one respec't by substituting for Past Pe:n-- |
fect whenever modality enters the picture. |

Mafba he had seen it before.
' He may have seen it before.

4) Finally, the contract{ion probiem. is_.worth_ nien‘tioning' again; ‘I‘he' '
1d éontrac‘hion is." easily lost to lack .of Btressror even total assimil-
ation and, when heard is open to con:i:‘us:Lon with the ident:.ca.l sounding
1d of E_ul__@._.‘ Such confus:r.on can only be alleviated once the stud.ent

has internalised the concept of form restrictions, as would, as a
modal, must be follmed-by a simple fo}.'m,whereas had, the auxiliary,

must be followed by a past participle.;

PAST PERFECT CONTINUOUS

Pr1mary Meaning

Used to express duration of an evezit from jts inception in the
past up to another point in time in the past when that event is in-
‘completa or is interrupteci or complated by a second event.

I had been living there for 3 years when I met her.

By 1968 I had been smoking for 2 years.
‘I had been work:.ng there for 6 yaa.rs when I changed. jobs.
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‘F_ogg |
The affimative: is formed w:i_.th' had N beéz‘x. + V + —ing. In the
affimative, had can be comtracted o fd: '
' Negé.tives a.fe formed by insérting not or n't a.fter had; questions
are formed. by mvert:.ng had eux and the su‘b;jec’c. |
: Further Past Perfect meaning is reflected in the followmg forms- -

Pass:t.ve‘ had. + been + being + V + past partlclpla

Note: Passage usage is usage is normally avo:.ded. w:n.'l;h
th:!.s tense

Wlth Modalss Modal + have + been + V + -ing
Wlth Indlrect Speech: No change
"I bad been working in Boston." ,
| He said that he had been working in Boston.

Meaning Relatlonshlps and Contra.sts-

1) Wlth Past Simples Du.ratlon past to past of an mcomplete event or

'of an event interrupted or completed by another event_.

vs. duration past to past of a complete eveni which

" is not being contrasted with another event
‘Note the following situation and sentences:

He lived there from 1970. to 1976. ‘He met her in 1973.
a) He lived there for 6 years.
'b).. He had been living there for 3 years when he me® her.
¢) By 1973 he had been living there for 3 years.
d) He lived there for 3 years when he met hex.
e} He lived there for 3 years before he met her.

In the fi::stt-three sentences we can see the norma.l promce of Past.

Perfect Cont:.nuous in rela.‘t:l.onsh1p to Past tense where d.ura‘blon of an
incomplete event is being expresseda - Witk Past tense, by contrast, we
descr:.be the complete event, 'beg:.nn::.ng to end.. Sentence (d.) gives us

a different mea.n:.ng—- the normally amb:.guous when most 1;.kely yields .
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an "after" meaning. Legitimacy of the sentence would be enhanced,

within the context given, if we were to amend it to read "3 more

SRR LA

years". Sentence (e), while heard, may be open to questicn as a

N N

A

grammatically correct usage. It is possibly a result of the iveak ‘

stress of t_i_w contraction 14 being dropped from Past Perfect durative,

Blurring of Past and Past Perfect Continuous usage comes pri-
marily when the eventwhose duration is being déscribed is reaﬂy

complete and is being related to another eveni. If. & mingle sentence

A AR L

E

is used to express the duration of the earlier event and the re-

AR TG

lationship of that event to a later event and when is used to mark

v,
)

RN

the end of the earlier event, Past Perfect Continuous will be used.

»

However, if the relationship is not being highlighted, but rather

only the completed event itself, Past tense is more likely. And

5

when the ambiguity of when is relieved by substituting before or
after, either is possible with Past tense probably having +the edge
in frequency of use.

Compare:

He had been working for 8 hours when he went home.
He worked for 8 hours. Then, he went home,

Ho worked for 8 hours before he went home.
He had been working for, 8 hours before he went honse,

2) With Past Continuous: Duration of ar event up to a point of time
in the past vs. Point in time during a past event

This relationship is fairly self-explanatory and ias best seen
thréugh the use of examples:

Situation: He lived in Germany from 1960 to 1968. He bought a
car in 1965.

When he was living in Germa.ny he bought & car.

When be had been living in Germany for 5 years, he
bought a car.
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Situation: He swam in the pool from 2 to 4.

DR L L L E e

At 2:10, he was swimming,
By 2:1Q, he had been swimming for 10 minutes.
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3) With Present Perfect Continuous: Duration past to past vs. Duration
past to now

Situation: She went to sleep at 9. He came home at 11, It is

AT

now midnight and she's still sleeping.

SN

i KA AR

She has been sleeping for 3 hours.

—
A,

When he got home, she had been sleeping for 2
_hours. _

Note: While since {expressing duration with a time phrase) is

most normally used with pasi to now Present Perfect Continuousj?resen'b

G AT sy ST

Perfect, it is used with Past Perfect Contirmous/Past Perfect as well,

7

though to a far lesser degree as for carries most of the load.
He ‘came at 6. She had been waiting since 4:30.

4) With Past Perfect: a) Duration past to past of an even that is
incomplete-or of an event that has been inter—
rupted or concluded by another event vs. Com—
pletion of an- event before another event or time

in the past

b) Duration past to past of an event that is
incomplete or of an event that has been inter—
rupted or completed by another event vs, the same

) \:;7:;:‘:)_}"_;_ M(, W e T

Briefly and in general terms it can be stated thai Past

Perfect 1 Past Perfect Continuous : : Present Perfect : Present Perfect

Continuous, That isg

a) Certain verbs which can not be used in continuous tenses must

take Past Perfect (with for or since) to express this kind of duration.

b) When Past Perfect is used, for (or since) must be used to carry

durative meaning that Pest Perfect Continuous can express without these

words.




.-c)‘ Many verbs can take- the two tenses interchangeably to express
the durative concept; others (like read, go, etc.) can not take the
non-gontinuous Ifc.arm to express dura.tio'n.. | '

| ‘@) The student is safest if he.uses the continuous form o ex—
péess duratipn in all cases except with thosé verbs which don't take
continucus fbrms. and with negati%re constructions, '
5) With other tehses not yet -tauéht:
a) With Future Perfeot Gon#inuoﬂs[.Future Perfoct:

Duratioﬁ pasf 1".0 past of an incdmplete event or of an event
interrupted or completed by another past event vs. Duration
past, present or future to mtfzro.-'-i;_fi‘an -inoomﬁleteravan‘t or
of an event interrupted or completed by another event in

 the future,

Other Special Prohlems and Usage.

Aside from -thenuses: dlready discusseéd;-Past Perfect: Conitinuous “has
Bai'éral other uses:
1) To express Past Continuous meaning in wishes and contrary to

réality sup.posi'bions.

I wish I had been working when the boss came in.
T wasn't working when he came in. )

I1f I bhad been working, he wouldn't have fired me.
2} To express Pa.st Continuous meam.ng often in stories where
"the “now" of the story is told in terms of the past.
3) In indirect speech, as a-substltute for Past Continuous and

Present Perfect Continuous, as well as for its own meaning.

"I was doing my homework."
He said that he had been doing his homework,.

"We've been trying to find him."™
He said that they'd been trying to f£ind him,




FUTURE PERFECT

Primary Meaning

1) Used to express completion of an event(s) at an umspecified
time(s) before another event or specified time in the Ffuture
2). Just as Present Perfect and Past Perfect can be used to ex-
press duration, sco ean Future Perfect be used to express duration,
this time of past, preseni or future to future of an uncompleted
event or of an event interrupted or completed by another event.
By next May he will have finished school.
When I arrive, she will have left.
The affirmative is formed with will + have + V + pagt participle
(or alternately with be going to + have + V + past participle), Will

can be contracted to '1l.

In the negative, not im ihseried after will or contracted with

will to won'ts quesiions are formed by standerd inversion of subject

Further Future Perfect meaning is reflected in the following forms:

Passive: will + have + been + ¥V + past participle

With Modals: Modal + have + V + Past Parficiple

With indirect speech: will, according to ithe formula, would

. change to wouldj

usually, however, it does
not change at all.

"I will have finished by 1982."
He said that he will have finished by 1982.

Meaninz Relationships and Contrasts:

1) With Puture tense: a) Completion of an event(s) before a time ir the

future vs. Complete event(s) in the future (after now)

R



I will have finished when he comes.
I will have finished.bafore he comes.
I w111 finish before he comes.

I will flnlsh when he comes.

_ b) Duration from-past, present or future to future of
an event not cempleted or of an avent interrupted or com—
pleted by another event in the future vs. Duration future

- to future of a complete event
(For discussion of dubative contrast, see Future Perfect
Contlnuous) . _

As with Past Perfect usage, we can sea here how the amblgulty
of when can restrlct us to the perfect as opposed to the simple form.
With the Slmple PFuture, EEEE is llksly to be interpreted as meanlng
after. - But as before w1th Past Perfect, students are unlikely to
use when when they can use before and so, in pmoductlon'w1ll probably
use Future Slmpla whenever poassible. Thls is no great loss since
Fﬁture Perfect is not a.very important tense from a frequenoy of
usage standpoint. Unlike Past Perfédt, it has no real valué as a
form that other tenses must rely on. Indirect speech, litera:y usage,
and If clauses and wlshas do not depend on Future Perfeot form for '
anythlng Neither is it used nearly as frequently in the context

of a dialogue situation.

The main distinction between Puture and Future Perfect is cne

of perspectime. With the simple tense, we are viewing the future

from now, peerlng ahead at its W1th the perfect we are pro;ectlng
ourselves into the future to & point where we can look backh—-through
the intervening future towards now, and, in many cases, even back

pasat now into the past. This leadé us to the main instance-— cer—

tain cases involv1ng repetitlon-—~where Future Simple can not be used

to get acrosa ideas that Puture Perfect can, Let us illustrate this:
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Situation: He went to Europé in 1966, 1970 and 1972. He will
go to Europe again in 1982 and in 1984.

After he goes to Burope in 1984, he will have been
there 5 times.

Because Future Perfeci can tie past and present events fogether
with future events, it has a use here that Future Simple, which is
bound to future time exclusively, can not do. If we opt for Future

usage, then we must employ another temse to help us tell the whole
story:

He has been ito Europe 3 times and he will go there
2 more times in the next few years.

It should be édded that Future Perfect used to express duration
has the same quality and can be contrasted with Future Simple in this

respect as well,

2) With Future Coﬁtinuous: Completion of an event before a time in
the future vs. Point in time during a future event

Situation: He will study from 3 to 4.

He will be studying at 3:30.

By (4:01, 4:30, 5:00, etc.) he will have studied.,
(or finished studying)

By (3:01, 3:30,) he will have begun to study.

3), With Present Perfect and Past Perfect:

Before a time in the fuiure ws. Before now & Before a time in
the past

Situations She saw that movie in March, in April, and again on
June 5. It is now July 10. She is watching the movie
now. She will see it again tomorrow and on Friday.

Prior to June 5, she had seen it iwice,

She has seen it 3 times.

After tonight she will have seen it 4 times,
By Friday she will have seen it 6 times,

4) With Present Perfect Continuous (and Present Perfect durative):

Duration past, present or future to future of an incomplete
event or of an event interrupted or completed by another event
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"~ in the future VS Duratlon from past to now -

: (Note- Slnca is not normally used thh Future Perfsct dnrative

or with Future Perfect Contlnuous)

5)  With Past Perfect Contimuous (and Past Perfect durative):

 Duration from past, present or future to future of an incomplete -
" event or of an event interrupted or completed by anothef event .

in the future vs. Duration past to past of_an incomplete event or

of an evént interrupted or completed by another past event
6) With other tenses mot yet taughts

a) Future Perfect Continuous: Duration from past, present or
future to future of an incomplete avent or of an avent inter-
rupted or completed by another event in the future vs. the

Samo

'Other Special Problems and U$age: _
There are.no additional problems or usage other than that already

poted. “One can expect that thls tense will not get a lot of use by

students. But 1t is still worth deallng wzth if for no other Teason

than the symmetrical balance it lends the tense system.

FUTURE PERFECT CONTINUOUS

Prlmamy'Meanlgg

Used to express duration from the past, present or future up to
a point in time in the future of an incomplete ovent or of an event

1nterrupted or completed hy anothar event.

By next year I will have been living in Washlngton for
17 years. _ :

When he arrives, I will have been working for seven and
a2 half hours.

Form
The affirmative is formed with will + have + been + V + ing.

| Hill is contracted to !ll as in all future tenses.
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Negative formation is accomplished by inserting not after will

or coniracting will not to won't; questions are formed by inverting

the modal will and the subject.
Purther Future Perfect Continuous meaning is reflected in the
following forms:

Passive: will + have + been + being +'v + past participle
(This is very rarely used, however)

With Modals: Another modal is simply subgtituted for will

With indirect speech: Again, the formula would have us change
will to would, however, much of the time there is no

changse,

"By next year I will have been living here for 10 years."

He said that by next year hs will have been living here
for 10 years.

Meaning Relationships and Contrasts:

1) VWith Past: Duration from past, pres:ent or future to future of an
incompleie event ox of‘ an everd interrupted or completed
by another future event vs. Duration of a complete event,
past to past.

He studied Tagalog for 2 yeaxrs.
By next year he will have been studying English for 8 years.

2) With Future: Duration from past, pz;esent or future to future of
an incomplete event or Jf an event interrupted or com-
pleted by another future event vs. Duration of a complete
event, future to future

The main conitrast here has already been established in discﬁssing

Future Perfect repetition vs. Future repetition. Whenr inception of
the event(s) occurs in the future, the difference beilween the two
tenses is one of perspective and Future tense can be used to describe

the same general idea, unless the evenlt is incomplete:

[y
]




I will live in Tckyo from 199Q to 1996.
By 1992 I will have been living there for 2 years.

It is, however, again, the events that begin in the past or
present and extend to the Future, where Puture Perfect is most use-
ful and most distinct from Future Simple.

She came here in 1960 and will leave in 1990,

When she leaves she will have been living here for 30 years.
V5. _
She has been living here for 19 years and she will live
here for 21 more years.
3) With Future Continuous: Duration of an event from past, present
or future to future, etc. vs., Point in time during an

event in the future

He will begin his talk at 2 and wind it up at 4.
At 3:30 he will be leciuring.
By 3:30 he will have been talking for one and a half
hours. ‘
4 With Present Perfect Continuous (and Present Perfect durative):

Duration past, present or future to future of an incom-
plete event or of an event interrupted or completed by another
event in the future vs. Duration past to now )

Congider the following situation:

He started working et 3 and is still working. He expectis
to quit at 6. It's now 4.

He's been working for one hour.
He's boen working since 3.

By the time he quits, he will have been working for
3 hours. :

It should be noted that since generally can not be used with

Future Perfect Continuousy for consiructions carry the load,

5). With Pagt Perfect Continuous (ard Past Perfect durative):

Duration past, present or future to future of an incomplete
event or of an event interrupted or completed by another
event in the future vs. duration from past to past of an

incomplete event or of an event interrupted or completed

by another event in the past.
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While these two tenses balance well in creating symmetry in the
tense system having (roughly) analogous meanings and forms for their

respective time frames, usage frequency of Pasi Perfect Continuous
’ ~

is far greater.

6) With Future Perfect: .a). Completion of an event(s) before a time
in the future vs. Duration of an incomplete event or
of an event interrupted or completed by another event
in the future, past, presenti or future to future

b), The same durative guality stated above

vs. the same

Again, in discussing their apparent synonymy wﬁen used to express
a durative concept, we must keep in mind:

a) certain verbs can not take the continuous form and must take
the Future Perfect

b) when Future Perfect is used, for or other time phrases of dur-
ation must be used for durative interpretaition to be assured

c) some verbs can not take the non-continuous form without sound~
ing awkward or changing in meaning |

d) the student is safest if he uses the continuous form to express
duration for all except for verbs noi accepiing continucus forms

Other Special Problems and Usages

A11 has been said. By way of reiteration, Fubture Perfect and

Future Perfect Contimuous are of comparatively less impértance thazi
the other tenses discussed here, but are of interest for the logical
way in which they round out the basic tense system., One can expect

minimal production with the tense by students.
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