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INTRODUCTION

This paper is intended primarily to meet the basic
needs of Spanish speakers when they learn ESL and the © .
basic needs of an ESL teacher in any Spanish-spsaking
country. Through an error analysis of compositions uwritten:
by Spanish speakers of different nationalities and varying
proficiencies, and based on my oun experience as a student
of English and later as an ESL teacher in Colombia and
Mexico, I will attempt to prescribe some teaching strategies
ESL teachers can uée to help Spanish speakers with certain

problem areas,

After analyzing the written compositions I found some
problems to bse common to all of the Spanish speakers,
regardless of their level of proficiency in English, It
is my hope that if an ESL teacher is aware of the difficulties
his students have when they learn English, he may be able

to anticipate some of the problems facing him in the class-

rogm,

The idea of writing this paper was gensrated from
the fact that even though many English-Spanish contrastive
analys¥s have been written, none of these has been geared
to specific problems Spanish speakers encounter when they
learn English as a second/foreign language. As g matter
of fact, most of the books written on contrastive analysis
deal with phonetics, phonology, grammar and syntax. They
ignore specific problem areas, and usually exclude teaching
techniques which could help the Spanish speaker minimize
his errors when he studies English. This study does not
pretend to be comprehensive but will attempt to classify
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. degree of occurrence.

ii
linguistic errors intc nine categories according to their
First of all ] shall focus on a contrastivwe analysis

between English and Spanish structure to ascertain which

of the two languages prompts a linguistic error in the

R N e M T A e e e

learner. Examples taken from the previously mentioned

PN

compositions will be presented in this study to illustrats

a particular error and its cause, Once the contrastive
analysis has heen presented and the cause of the error

has been determined, some teaching technigques will be 1
formulated to aid the teacher im helping the Spanish speaker
minimize his problems when undertaking the task of learning

English,

It is my hbpe that this paper will help the ESL teacher
meet his students' needs and will enable Spanish speakers
to become aware of the most common problems they may
experience when learning English, so that they can have

a better chance of mastering the English language.
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CONTRASTIVE ANALYSIS
a. Wrong plural form of regular and irregular nouns,
In English most nouns add the s endidg to the sipgular

to form the plural., This s ending is added to the spelling
of the singular noun to obtain its plural form,

singular plural

- bhook books
table tables
eraser erasers
pencil pencils
student students
hat hats
umbrella umbrellas
dog . dogs
window windouws
tree trees

Ncuns.ending in s, ss, sh, ch, x, or z form the plural

by adding gs

singular piural

dress dresses

match matches

church churches

bush bushes

ax axes -
tax taxes

Joss . losses

Nouns endiog in p preceded by a wowel add s. Musical

terms ending in g add s

e WA

G
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Vowal preceding M"o! flusical Terms
singular plural singular plural
cameo cameos piano plianos
patio patios : alto altos
rodeo rodeos cello cellos

Some nouns ending in 0 preceded by a consonant add S
Others add gs. Some form the plural either way,

:‘w\;
-

Add "g" Add "esh"
sinqular plural singular plural
kimono kimongs negro negroes
zero zZeras hero heroes
dynamo dynamos potato potatoes

Add Ilsli or "SS“

sinaular plural

cargo cargos cargoes
motto mottos mottoes
tornado tornados tornadoes

Nouns ending in y preceded by a consonant, change the
Y to i-and add gs.

singular plural

party parties
city cities
Fly flies
lady ladies

Nouns ending in y preceded by a wouwel, usually add s.
In many cases the vwowel before the final y is g.

singular plural
alley alleys

boy boys
key keys
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Some nouns ending in f or fes change the f or the fe

to v and add gs. Some nouns ending in f have two plurals,

one in s and one in vess Some simply add s.

change to "ves" Add "s" or change to "ves"
singuiar plural singular plural

wife wives scarf écarfs scarves
shelf shelves wharf wharfs wharves
thisf thieves beef beefs besves
wolf Wolves hoof hoof's hooves

Some nouns form the plural by a change in the vouwel.

singular

man
foot
tooth
mouse
Goose

louse

plural

men
feet
teeth
mice
gesse

lice

Some nouns have the same form for both singqular and

plural,

singutar and plural

fish

gross

series
deer
sheap

fish
gross
series
deer

sheep

In Spanish as well as in English most nouns add_the

-8 ending to the singular to form the plural,

singular

cdasa

libro
taza

-house
-book
=-cup

plural

casas - houses

libros- books
tazas - cups
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Nouns ending in i add es to form the plural, This plural
form is called in Spanish "plural by analogy®.

singular plural
mani =-peanut manies~  peanuts
jabali-wild boar jabalies- wild boars

aji =-chili pepper ajies - chili peppers

Nouns snding in z form the plural by adding gs. In

this case the z changes to g.

singular plural
l4piz -pencil ldpices -pencils
tapfz -tapestry = tapices =tapestries

perdiz-partridge perdices-partridges
raiz ~root raices -reoots

Nouns ending in n form the plural by adding BSe.

singular ‘ plural

cancion - song canciones -~-songs
estacidn- season estaciones -ssasons
emocidn -~emotion  emociones -emotions

- . . . . . . .
religidn-religion religiones =-religions

- ” L] - -
nacion -—nation naciones -nations

- - = .
inyeccion~ shot inyecciones—shots

Nouns ending in r form the plural by adding es.

singular plural

flor ~flouer flores ~flowers

amor ~love amores -loves

color =-color colores -colors B
sabor =flavor sabores -flavors

honor -honor honores -honors
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There is a limited number of nouns in Spanish that : E

have the same form for both singuilar and plural.

singular plural

crisis =~crisis crisis -crises
oo . Sy e

analisis~analysis analisis =~analyses

The following nouns are used only in the plural,
plural
pinzas -=-tweezers

tijeras ~scissors

The following examples taken from the compositions
written by Spanish speakers illustrate some of the most
common problems they face when learning the plural form
of English nouns,

-My classmate and I went dowuntown Brattleboro this
morning. We saw many womens in the streets of Brattleboro,
there were only a little mens walking in the streets. I
think is because american mens work very hard,

~In Honduras people like to fish very much. One year
ago my family went to fish to Yel diviso® and my father
fished two big fishes. We were very happy because we thnk
our father is very smart, then we ated the two Fishes in
the home,

As indicated by the above examples, mistakes in the
plural form of nouns are numerous. The most typical ones
are the addition either of "s™ or Pes" to irregular nouns.
(for examples: mens, addition of s to nouns that form the
plural by a change in the vowel.} These errors are due to

interference of the Spanish because in spite of the fact that
Spanish has irregular nouns, they never change the vowel
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to form the plural, The most possible source of this error

is due to overgeneralization of the rule that states that
most English nouns add "s" to form the plural,

be Deletion of "s", in the third person singular,

present tense,

In English the 3rd person singular form makes use of

an g ending for all verbs, regular and irregqular alike,
The addition of the S ending is called "the subject=-verb

agreement rule,"¥

To walk To work
I walk I werk
you walk you: Work
he walks he workg
she walks she works
it walks it works
we walk - uwe work
yeu walk you work
they walk they work

Modal verbs such as: can, could, may, might, etc.
are an exception to the above rule because of their "lack
of subject-verb=agreement,"¥*

Peter can play soccer very well

Helen can play basketball very well,

Verbs ending in s, ss, ch, x, 2z, 0 add es to the

¥ Marianne Celce=~Murcia, and Diane Larsen-Freeman, An English

Grammar for Teachers of English as a Second or Foreign
Language, (UCLA., Department of English, 1977), pp. 33-34
**  1bid., pp 33-34
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spelling of the third person singular for purposes of subject=
verb agreement.

Paul pushes the door svery day

The girl pushes the door every day

I catch the bus at 7 o'clock every morning
She catches the bus at 7 o'clock every morning

M TR T L T S e i fe s T h i T e i mi

et N

He catches the bus at 9 o'clock every morning
We catch the bus at 9 o'clock every morning

I go to school at 7 o'clock
Helen goes to school at 8 o'clock
Robert goes to school at 9 o'clock

WYe go to school every day

I fix TV sets

Louis fixes TV sets

Alberto Fixaslradios

Paul and federico fix TV sets and radios

Verbs ending in y preceded by a consofnant add es.,
In this case the y changes to ji.

Mark studies his lesson every month

Mary studies her lesson éuery day

Verbs ending in y preceded by a vouwel add Se
I play tennis every five months

Helen plays tennis every two months - i
Paul plays tennis every three months :

In Spanish verbs aluays doflect and sach personal
oronoun regquires a specific suffix for purposes af ayhijeci-

verb agreemggt.




Caminar {(to walk}

yo caming - voliwalkk
tu caminas you walk
gl . he walks
caming -
eila {:she walks
nosotros caminamos we walk
ustedes camina you walk
ellos caminan — they walk
ellas

The following examples taken from the compositions
written by Spanish speakers show the type of ungrammatical
sentences they produce when dealing with the present tense,

-My teacher walk to school at 8 o'clock, He drive his
new car to school. He gome te the classroom and gpen his
books to teach to us English, Everyday he give to us many
homeworks., I like to write the homeworks for the teacher,
because I like to write English to learn it.

-1 have one dog at the home, it like to run in the park

with ancther dogs. It like to eat meat and milk, it also
bark to cars and to the people...

Sometimes the cause of thess ungrammatical sentences
is due to the fact that the student does not know that the
3zd person singular in the present tense in E£nglish requires
addition either of s or es (subject-verb agreement)

;. w...There are some other instances that despite of ihe fact
that the student has been told over and over again that

the 3rd perscn singular adds s, he keeps producing ungram-
matical sentences like the above mentioned. This factor
shows clearly that the learner has not internalized the
subject-uerb agreement rule,

T AR T e L A S R R

PAAERS

T ETE AL R

Al

i
N
i
[




9

Another cause of this error has to do with the over—
generalization the students make of the pattern for conjuga-
tion of Uefb, due to the fact that the personal proncuns:

I, you, we, they take the same form of the verb:

S T 3 S FU T h i 2 v BT e TR RISEL LA

To eat To send
I eat I send
you esat you send 0
ve sat _ we send £
they eat they send 3

Students overgeneralize the above pattern and consequently
produce ungrammatical sentences like the ones taken from the

written compositions,

c., Wrong pattern for negative statements.

In Englésh if there is no auxiliary verb or "be" verb
present in the sentence, a new auxiliary verb; i.e.

"do" gets introduced to precede the negative particle A
and carry the tense marker of the sentence. The b
rule that adds™d' to such a negative .sentence is i

called "do insertion.¥®

Mr. Lopez is not a good mechanic
The books I found on the table are not mine
I am net a good student

We do not speak Italian

Yy

SR

.
S

Helen doss not want tec go to England

A

They did not buy a new car

Bo is used in the present tense with the pronouns: I,

you, we, and they. Does is used with the third persom singular

[
fas
o
R
B

(he, she, it.) Did is used with all pronouns in the past tense.

* Marianne Celce~Murcia, and Diane Larsen-freeman, An English

Grammar for Teachsers of English as a Second or foreign
Language, (UCLA., Department of English, 1977}, pp. 52-53
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SRERENIY

The wood ne is alse used in negative satements. No z
may be used before a noun without an article (a, an, the)

or before a noun preceded by an adjective except much,

ey A AN R AN s e

many, encugh, any or some.

Helen had na books -E
Joe had no idea of what happendd %
My friend could give ng explanation of the accident %
I said no such a thing H
No maybe used before and adjective or an adverb in %

the comparative degree and before the words other and
different,
The sick boy felt no better .
Tom could work no_longeg i
- Richard is no different than his father &
Take thét pen, 1 have no other

In Spanish the negative particle ng precedes the main g
verb of the sentence all the time. g
El no habla Espafiel - He doesn't speak Spanish

El no puede nadar - He can't swim
Los nifios no quieren estudiar sus lecciones
The boys don't want to study their lessocns

RV PIN
PR T

El libro ng es interesante

o

The book 1s not interesting TN
Elena no es profesora - Helen is not & nurse
— s .

SR

The following examples taken from the written compo=-
sitions show some of the problems Spanish speakers have
when learning to form negative ssntences in tnglish.

W ~In the university where 1 studied I had maﬁy nice

friends., Many of my friends are working now at banks, schools
and the offices. Many another of my friends not are working

now. They are studying in ancther foreign countries.
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-fveryday I get up at 7 o'clock. I not esat breakfast
because I have class at 7:30. I run to school because I
not want to lose my classes. I like to take many books to

school because I like to study vsry much.

One cause of the above mentioned errors is due to
interference of the Spamish, since Spanish unlike English

has a preverbal negation rule.

Anocther cause of this problem has to do with the fact
that in Spanish unlike English, we do not have such an
auxiliary as do to carry the tense marker of a negative
sentence, when the verb "to be" or the auxiliary verb is

not present in the sentence.

de Deletion of the auxiliary in regquests.

In English in a yes/no question the auxiliary verb
(the first one in the string in a sentence) should
appear initially and mark the tense of the question.
If there is no auxiliary, then the "be" verb should
be fronted and carry the tense, If there is no
auxiliary of "be" to carry the tense, then "do!

must be introduced in initial position to serve

this function.*

In Spanish a question is generally formed by applying
the sub=-aux inversién rule, This rule applies all the time
with ser o estar (to be) or any other verh pressnt in the

sentence., However, there are some instances when the sub-
aux inversion rule doesn't apply. In these cases a change
of intonation accompanies the sentence placing emphasis an
the word or words that the speaker wishes to emphasize,

* Marianne Celce-Murcia, and Diane Larsen-Fresman, An Engllish

Grammar for Teachers of English as a Second or Foreign
Language, (UCLA., Department of English, 1977), pp. 60-61

B A B

I I TS

R
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Habla el Espafiol? =sub-aux inversiocon

{(Does he speak Spanish)

Fueron ellos a cing? - sub=-aux inversion

(Did they go to the movies?)

Canta Elena muy bien?- sub-aux inversion

Does Helen sing very well?

——

El) hahla Espafol? -emphasis on the subject

bt o e o ————

(Does he speak Spanlshﬁ)

g ———-—

El habla,/Espafiol? -emphasis on the object

—— i ro— -

.
Trajeranfellos\sus materiales? -emphasis on the sub ject

-—.-_.._.-——n. (p—r—--— ——— —

(Did they brimg theif materials?)

Trajeron ellos sus/materlales? —emphasis on the object

The following dialogue taken from one of the uwritten
compositions illustrates this problem area,

~The other day I found my friend Henry in the park. He
was reads his newspaper in fromt of the shoestore of Raphael.
Finally he finish to read his newspaper and went to speak
to Raphael. He asked to Raphael:

Want vou to smoke? (Henry)

Yes, thank you (Raphael)
Where you bought your nesspaper? (Henry)
I bought it in the corner | (Raphael)

I want to buy a neuwspapsr. You know if there are more
newspapers in the corner? (Henry)
Yes, 1 think there are more newspapers in the corner (Raph.)

Transfer of the Spanish pattern to make requests is
clearly shown in the above examples, Spanish has no auxiliary

to be introduced as a question marker, therefore Spanish

speakers omit the "do" auxiliary when asking questions
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in English,

e. Deletion either of "be" verb or "ing" suffix in
the presente progressive, past progressive and future with

fgoing to."

In English the progressive form of a verb is made
up by using some form of the verb "to be" with
the "ing" form of the principal verb. The form of
a verb that ends in "ing"™ is called the pressnt
participle.¥*

The present progressive is made up of a form of the
verb to_be -{am, are, is), and the present participle of
the principal verb (addition of the suffix ing.) The past
progressive is made up in a similar way but the form of

the verb to be has to be in the past tense (was, were.)

The future with going to is made up by using some
form of the "be” verb with the particle going to preceding
the infinitive form of thesmain verb,

He is sleeping now - present progressive

Mary was watching TV while her sister was dancing =

past progressive.
He is going to buy a new house tomeosrow - future with

going to.

In Spanish as well as in English the present progressive
and past progressive are made up by using some form of the
verb gstar (to be) with the ando or ends forms (ing) of

the principal verh.
Carmen esta estudiando su leccidn

(Carmen is studying her lessaon)

¥ Norman Stageberg, An Introductory English Grammar,
(New York: Holt, Rinchart and Winston, 1967), pp. 74-75
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Note: verbs ending in ar form the present participle

by adding ando tc the stem,

caminar -~ to walk

camin = ar camin - ando (walking) -present
stem suffix (caminando) participle
cantar - to sing

cant - ar cant - ande (singing)-present
stam suffix (cantando} participle

B e e R T E B T PO i IR

Verbs ending in gr, or ir form the present participle

by adding endg to the stem.
comer = to eat

com - er com - i - endo (eating)-present
stem - Buffix (comiendo) patticiple
llover -~ &p rain
o lloy - er liov= i - endo (raining)-present 5
e stem suffix (lloviendo) participle g
escribir - to write §
escrib - ir gescrib - i - endo {writing)-pres. :
stem suffix partic,

(escribiendo)

In Spanish the future with going to is made up of a
form of the verb ir (to go) preceding the preposition a
{(to) and the infinitive form of the main verb,

Voy a visitar a Elena maffiana por la mafana.

(I am geing to visit Helen tomorrow morning)

Pedro va a conducir un nuevo vehiculo

Peter is going to drive a new car,

The following examples taken from the written compo-
sitions illustrate some of the most common problems Spanish
speakers face when learning these cocnstructions,

-My father is work for a new organization international.
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he is make $ 2000 bolivares for month. Hs loves his work

and I and my family also like i%.

—~Mary's brother is go to study Chemistry and social
sciences next year in the university of Columbia, His sister
Mary going to learn English becsuse she wants go to the
United States next year too. She have four hours a day,

two in the morning and two in the afternoon. She .is learn

4 lot eof English.

Despite the fact that Spanish and English have a =
similar structure for both the present and past progressive,
Spanish speakers produce ungrammatical sentences as shown
in the above examples. The cause of this error is due to
the fact that Spanish speakers have not internalized the
rule that underlines the progressive tenses in English,
Sometimes this is due to the lack of awareness on the part
of the student of the similarity of the structures of -
progressive tenses in both languages. Personally I have
found that if a student is taught this type of structure
through the traditicnal methods he doesn't internalize
the comstruction of progressive tenses. Teaching a student
to repeat™He is walking to schoel now?” is not sufficient.

He needs to meet with awareness what he is learning.

The errors produced in sentences with the future with
going to are due to interferesnce of the Spanish. The Spanish
construction for the future with going to unlike the English
one is not made up of the verb "to be®, consequently-Spanish
speakers sometimes omit the "be" verb when working with

this structure,

f. Wrong form of irreqular verbs in the past tense.

R b el e e,
S .
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An irregular verb is a verb that does not form the

past tense and the past participle in the reqular

way, that is, by adding d or ed to the form of

the present tense. In Engllsh “the past tense and

the past participle of irmgular verbs are formed :
in various ways. The most common way is by a change :
in the vowel: for example, sing, sang, sung. In
the case of a few verbs, the same Torm iS used

for the present tense, the past tense and the past
participle: hurt, hurt, hurt.¥*

verb past tense past participle
sing sang sung

drive drove driven

begin began begun

swim Swam swum

sink sank sunk

ring rang rung

ride rode ridden

burst ' burst : Burst

qo. usnt 55ﬁe

The past tense and the past participle of the verb %

to sing are formed by a change in the vowel. The i in sing
changes to a in the past tense (sgng) and tbes U in the

past participle (sung). The verb to _begin follows a similar
change in the vowel. The verb to go has a diffsrent form
for the past tense and for the past participle: go, uent,
gone. The verb: tgo burst has the same form for the prssent
tense, the past tense and the past participle.

In Spanish an irregular verb is a verb that changes its

stem when conjugated in the present, past and future tense,

present tensa past tense future tense
yo llam -o (I.:call) Yo llameé-(I called) yo llam-ar=e{l will
stem stem stem call)

* Nerman Stageberg, An_Introductory English Grammag,
(New York: Holt, Rinchart and Winston, 1967), pp. 92-93
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The verb llamar is not én?}irregular verb because its

stem is the same in the present, past and future tenses.

Let's examine now the verb ir (to _go)
present tense past tense future tenss

Yo voy (I go) yo fuf (1 went) Yo ird (I will ga)

the verb ir is irregular because its stem changes when
this verb is conjugated in the present, past and future tenses,.

The following examples show some of the most common
problems Spanish speakers have when dealing with the past
tense of irregular verbs., These examples as well as the
ones which appear throughout out this work have all been
taken from the compositions written by Spanish speakers,

-Henry and I went to the party last weekend. There
were many boys and girls there. I had a good time and my
friend did too. Yesterday morning I meeted my friend Henry
and then we drivéd_to the beach because we wanted to go

to swim,

~Elizabeth speaks many languages very well. Yesterday
she spepaked in English to one group of Americans, Tomodrrow
she is going to speak in Italian to one group of Jtalians
who arrived yesterday to the city. I like Elizibetl and

want to speak many languages too,

These erro%s are due to the fact that Spanish speakers
overgeneralize the rule that appligs to the formation of
the past tense of regular verbs (addition sither oF'Qror
ed to the form of the present tense,)

ge. Wrong form and use of guantifiers,
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Some of the quantifiers that cause the most problems

to Spanish speakers are: few, a few, little, a little,

much and manve

The word few conveys a more negative idsa than

a fow does. Few draws attention to what is lacking,
a few draws attention to what is present. Fsw and ,
a few are both used with count nouns.* &

That tyrant has few friends, if any at all, but thers
are a few men who flatter him for their own advancement.
Conrad. improved his knowledge of English greatly in

a few ysars,

The same implications exist with little and a little,
used with noncount nouns.

She has little money. Don't ask her to help you.

She has a little money. Ask her to help you,

Much and flany

The word many is used with things that are grammatical-
ly plural, The word much is used with things that are
grammatically singularj it is used with noncount nouns
and mass words,

Does Peter go to many sHUDs?

flyriam does net drink much coffse

Augusto has many sisters and brothers _ b

Was thsre much rain yesterday?

Certaip sxpressions can be substituted for many and mugh.

* Terence Langendoen, E£ssentials of English Grammar, |
(New York: Holt, Rinchart and Winston, Inc., 1970}, pp. 86-87
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for many

a great number {cf). A great number of students do

mot want to go to the party.
a large number {(of)., The foreigner told us a large

number of stories.
a geood number {of). Although not all of the students

came to the party, a_good number showed up.,

far much

a great guantity €6f). A great guantity of paper is
used in printing books.
a large quantity (of). There was a large guantity of

coffee in the coffee pot,

a good deal £6f). Margaret spends a_good deal of her
time reading books and magazines.

a great deal (of). Jerry eats a great deal.

For both many and much

. e
A lot {(of). Humberto certainly has a lot of_intayétm

ing books,
lots goF!. Gerardo drinks a lot of milk Wwith his tea.
plenty (of). May father has given me good advice plenty

of times.

In Spanish the words un poeco (a little) and poco
(lLittle) are used with singular nouns. The word poco {masculine)
inflects to poca (feminine). The word un poco does not
inflect for the feminine (una poca does not exist in Spanish.)
The word un _poco is used with both masculine and feminine,

Ella siempre pone un _peco de azdcar en su café,

She always puts a little sugar in her coffee.

Me gusta comer un_poco de carne con mi almuerzo,
feminine

(I like to have a little meat for lunch)

IR P AL Y L e L TR T e
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Arturo tiene poco dinero hoy porque gastd la mayor
parte ayer.

Arthur has little money today because he spent most
of it yesterday.

The words poco and un _poce can be pluralized in a
regular way (addition of s)

singular plural
poco - little pocaos- few

un poce - a littlejunos pocosy_ a feu
unas pocas

Tengo pocos amigos - I have few friends
Consegui ungs pocos libros para mi informe.

I got a_few books for my report.

e d « - . -
Solamente unas pocas sefioritas vinieron a la ceremonia.

Gnly a few girls came to the ceremony.

The word bastantes (many) is used with plural nouns.

The words mucho or bastante are used'interchangeably with

singular nouns. The quantifier bastante (singular) can be
pluralized by adding s (bastantss=-many)

Ella compro” bastantes pldtanos y papas ayer en el
supermercado.

3he bought many bananas and potatoes at the super-
market yesterday.

Juanita no toma much& (bastante) chololate con su

desayuno,
Juanita does not drink much chocolate with her breakfast,
Mi hermanc gusta leer bastantes novelas cada mes.

My brother likes to read many novels every month.
No necesito puchg dinero para mi viaje,
1 do not need much money for my trip.

S A S P Qs AL A S A vt E 2 Am LA - T 2 20
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The following examples taken from the written compo-
sitions illustrate some of the problems Spanish spesakers

have when learning the English gquantifiers.

-Yesterday morning fMauricio and I went to walk to
downtown Brattleboro. Mauricio bought many beer and g little
cigarettes Marlboro. I buyed some stamps and wine. I wanted
toc buy a2 nsu shirf, howsver I didn't buy the shirt because

I had a feu money.

-A fsw days ago Armando invited to me to go to ths
library because he has to do his homework, I walked with
him to the library to help him with the homework. Houwever;
we didn't finish the homework because we found a fews books

of th politics and customs of Mexico,

Some of these errors have to do with the students!
lack of internalization of the rule that sets the form
and usage of quantifiers. Some other ercors are due to
Spanish interferencse, In Spenish singuZar guantifiers add
5" tgo form the plural. Spanish speakers overgeneralize
this rule and apply it to the English producing ungrammatical

sentences as shown in the above examples.

he Wrong position of adjectives

The verb to be and to become often occur in construce
tions with adjectives, which are called predicate adjectives,
They describe the subject of the be or become.

Cfelia is pretty (pretty is an adjective in predicate

position,)
Mr, Lopez became famous (famous is an adjective in

predicate position.)

T M RS Ty
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A number of ciher verbss may be followed by a predicate
adjective. The trouble is, however, that most of these
verbs may also be followed by adverbs. A test to determine
- whether andadjective form or an adverb form should follow

is this:-if you can substitute bs, become, or seem to be

for the verbs and have a sentence which is similar in mean=-
ing, then you need the agdjective form. The substitute
séntence does not have to mean exactly the same as'the

original sentence,

Test: Fill in the blanks with the adjective rapid
or the adverb rapidly, : '
l., Your brother certainly grew » He was

very small the last time I saw him. (Was or became can

not be substituted for grew here and give a similar mean=
ing. Therefore, the adverb form rapidly is needed in the
blank,)

2. Your brother cg%ainly grew in his move=~

ments afiter the boss had spoken sharply to him, (Becams

can be substituted for grew here and give a similar mean-
ing. Therefore, the adjective form rapid is needed in the
blagk.) '

Some other verbs which may be folloued by a predicate
adjectiye are these:

agt fall keep

appear feel lie

bang - flame look i
blow flush loom

blush fly make

break get play

bulk go prove

continue grou rank

Ao
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flany of those verbs may also occur in predicate-adverbial
constructions. Here are some paired sentsences. The adjéctiual
complements of those on the left are either adjectives
or participles; the adverbial complements of those on the

right are adverbs with-=ly inflection,

ADJECTIVAL COMPLEMENT ADVERBIAL COMPLEMENT

Sue acts angry The doctor acted quickly

My boss appears gruff The sun appeared briefly

The deor banged shut The policeman banged noisily
The woman went insane The prisoner went reluctantly
The man fell sick The man fell accidentally

The grass grew green The grass grew rapidly

By substituting the appropriate form of be, become,
or pretend to be for each of the verbs in those sentences

as an empirical test for adjectival use, you will observe
that the sentences on the left will still have meaning

but those on the right will not.

"In English many adjectives are always atributive,
never predicative,"¥®

The main problem

a total stranger

a crack salesman

"A few adjectives are always predicative, never attributive,"®%

the baby is aslesp
The bpat is adrift

* Marianne Celce~FMurcia, and Diane Larsen-Freeman, An English

Grammar for Teachers of English as a Second or Forsian

Language, (UCLA., Department of English, 1977}, pp. 171-172,

%% Ibid,, Chapter XXIV, pp. 171-172.
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In Spanish the adjective agrees in person and number
with the noun it modifies,

lLa casa, blanca,4 - The white house
femen.sing. femen.sing.

Los librggwuiejgg - The old books
masc.plur, masc.plur.
Las nifias.bonitas,, ° - The pretty girls.

femen.plur. femen.plur.

When an adjective has two paired forms, one always
ends in /a/ while the other may end in /o/, /1/, /m/s /t/,y or
/s/. The /a/ forms combine with:sex:nouns ending in /a/:
monja buena {good nun), alemana (Ge;man), espafiola (Spanish),
inglesa (English). The other forms combine with nouns ending
in any of these phonemes and /e/: monje buenc {good monk),
alemdn (German), espafiol (Spanish), ingles (English); ppéfesor
bueno {good teacher), alemdn (Berman), stc. Exceptions to
this language-wide pattern appear only in the case of 88X
nouns which have paired morphemes indicating sex (eméerador-
emperors emperatrfé#empress) or which terminate in a morpheme

which contradicts the basic pattern (mujer-woman, madre-
mother, etc,)

In Spanish the verbs sgr and gstar (to be) and parecer
(to seem) often cccur in constructions with adjectives.
These adjectives which occur in predicate position, describe
the subject of the ser, estar or parecer verbs,

Luc{a es inteligente -~lLucy is intelligent

- " s
Ivan estd cansade -Ivan is tired.

In Spanish adjectives always occcur in postnominal

position,

La casa azul es nuswva ~ The blue house is new

El nific listo les dijo a sus padres gque queria ir
adject.
al concierto.

A R A e PR A e




25

The smart boy teold his parents that he wanted to go

to the cencert.

It is also possible to place the adjective preceding
the noun it describes or modifies.

Las verdes hojas cayeron de los drboles al suelo,
aject,
The grsen leaves fell off the trees onto the ground,

Me gusta mucho la pueva casa - I like the new house

odeva
adject,
very much,

This type of structure rarely occurs in daily conver-
sation. It is used in poetic langmage or when the speaker
wishes to emphasize the quality of the ebject rather than
the object itself.

The following examples taken from the written compo-
sitions show the most common errors made by Sapnish speakers
when lsarning adjectiges in English.

-Last summer my mother and I went to Cuernavaca, it
was the spring. Yhere were a lot of flowers beautiful
and trees green. 1 was very happy to ldok to them and my
mother was very happy also., My cousin of Cuernavacé gived
to us many flowers red, we brought them to home because my
family likes flowers very much. I want to go te Cuernavaca

in the next year becagse it is a city very nice.

~The other day I was walk down a street very large
I saw two boys sit in the park. They were speak to two girls

wonderful. The girls wonderful uwere more or less nineteen

years old and the two boys were more or less eighteen,y

interference of the Spanish word order or position of
the adjectives (in Spanish adjectiues always occur in post-
nominal position except for the two exceptions above mention-

ed) is clearly reflected in the examples discussed here.
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The examples from the compositions are the only problems
regarding adjectives for Spanish speakers, Predicative

adjectives are not a problsm for Spanish speakers because

in Spanish as well as in English the verb to be and to become

often occur in constructions with adjectives,

Mar{a 2s inteligente - Mary is intelligent
to be adjective to be adjective

i. Urong use of prepositions: in, on, at,

A preposition is a ubrd or a word group that functions
to show a meaning relationship betueen its object {(the
nominal which normally follows the preposition) and some
other word or words in the sentence. Prepositiens ordinarily
indicate relationships of time, space, directiecn, agency,
or association.

After lunch he took a nap

" The book is en the shelf

She gave the book to me

In the sentence, the accident occurred on the bridge,
the word gn is a preposition. The preposition en is followsd
by the word bridge which is called the gbject. The entire

~group of words, on the bridge, is called a prepositional

phrase. The preposition pn shows the relation between the
nounchridge and the verb occurred. The entire phrase pn
the bridge tells where the accident occurred., Ue might use
&8 number of prepositions to show the relationship between

the pnoun bridge and the verb occurred , Each preposition
would show a slightly different type of relationship, as

you will readily see from the following illustrations,

The accident occurred under the bridge
preposition

The accident occurred near the bridge
preposition

The accident occurred above the bridge
preposition

ERLTN Rt TP R R Y
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The accident occurred bshind the bridge
preposition

The aceident occurred beneath the bridge
preposition

The preposition in indicates confinement, containment,
or general location within.

He ate his breakfast in the dining room

He was waiting for his girl friend ipn the car

The teacher is in the classroom

There was a large yhole in the ground,

I did not know in which house Mr. Brown lived

German had a blue pencil in his pocket

In indicates location within ceontinents, countries,
states, and cities., Note that usage requires arrive in
and come to for such locations, but arrive at for a place
within such a location.

Brazil is in South Americsa

Esteban stayed in Puerto Rico for several years

Alvare arrived in Bogota yesterday

Rlvaro came to Bogota yesterday
Alvaro arrived at the airport at 2 o'clock yesterday

In expresses state, condition or manner,

The beggar was dressed in rags

The movie was in technicolor

Arnold spoke in a loud voice

Victor spoke to the American in English

She asked for change in ten dellar bills -
They looked at the old man ipn wonder

Can you say it in a general way?

Note that in is written together with stead in the

word instead.
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Why don*t you study English instsad of French?.

In with the meaning of "some time within®" is used
vithcexpressions of periods of time. However it is not
used with specific days. .

I lived in Mexico for two months

e T e e A T W T W B e e AT e e e, At

In the future I will live in Colombia

Peter was born in 1946

I will take my vacation in August

Those dandelions bléom in spring (or in the spring,
Similarly with summer, fall, autumn, and winter.)

Chaucer lived in the Middle Ages

Shakespeare lived in the Renaissance,

The preposition gn is used with the days of the week
and days in general. '

I have an exam on Tuesday

e b e e A D e Ll L T T T S
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She went to Cartagena on Christmas day
Classes begin on Monday morning
What do you do gn a sunny day?

The declaratieon of the Colombian independence was
signed on July 20, 1810.

The use of on is optienal bsfore specific days.

I will visit you (on) Wednesday (or Christmas day,
Friday afternoon, friday night, June 5, the first of every
month, stc.)

' Exception: What do you do on a rainy day?

On clear days I sit on the river bank

On is used with the word occasion.

At times I cannot go to sleep at once. bn such ant
occasion I read a book,

She regretg that she was absent from work on that

occasion,
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The preposition at

The relation between an emotion and its stimulus
(normally an abstract stimulus) can often be expressed

by at or by the instrumental by:
I was alarmad at/by his behavior.

At, in combinations such as: aim at (where the preposition-
al phrase is complementary to the verb), expresses intend-
ed goal or target:

After giming carefukly at the bird, he missed it
completely.

At precedes words expressing an exact moment of time.
It is used with expressions of clock time and with single
words deﬁating a part of the day: dawn, daybreak, sunrise,
noon, dusk, twilight, sunset, night, and night time.

Herbert came to see me at ten o'clock

School ends at 4:23 p.m,

She must be here at a quarter to seven

Do you ever get up at daun?

Let's have lunch at noon today

It grous cold at night

Let us consider the following exampies:
1, I live in Pasto, Narifio

2, I live on the west side of the touwn
3. I live at 26-77, 20th street.

em———

That in is used in 1, gn in 2, and at:in 3 has nothing
to do with the verb live, but rather with what the fellowing
nominal expression designates (roughly, one lives in cities,
towns and countries; ene lives gn paeticular streets or
parts of a town; and one lives gt a particular address., )
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In Spanish the preposition en (in, at) indicates
confinement, containment, or general locatien within,

El estudiante estd en el saldn de clase

The student is in the classroonm:

£l estudiante esté’gﬂ la puerta

The student is at the door .

La nifla llevaba una carta 8n sus mangos

The girl was carrying a letter in her hands

Roberto uiuid’gﬂrNueua York durante tres ahos

Robert lived in New York feor three ysars

Judn estuvo gn la escuela durante dos afios

John was in school for two years

Encontrd la sombrilla en la esquina

I found the umbrella at the corber

El sxtranjero estaba esperande el bus en la estacidn

The foreigner was waiting for the bus at the bus station,

En indicates locaticn within continents, countries,
states and cities,

Colombia estd en SurameéTica

Colombia is in South America

La familia de Hernando vive en..Bogotd

Hernando's family lives in Bogota

Horacio fug” a la escuela en la Universidad Nacional
EEMBogotaf
| Horace went to school at the National University ;ﬁ

Bogota.

En with the meaning of "some time within® is used
with expressicns of periods of time,

Planeo ir al Brazil en el futuro

I plan to go to Brazil in the future

Lo llamate’gﬂ unos pocos minutos

I will call you in a few mingtes
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En is used with the months and seasons of the year
Me gusta pescar gn Agosto

I like to go fishing in August

Hace frio en invierno

A T e LB R N AN A s M E R

It is cold in the winter

el verano

Jerry termind sus estudios en Abril :
Jerry finished his studies in April g
en 3

Voy a tomar mis vacaclones

I am going to take my vacations in the summer

SRETR

Let's examine the following examples

R

St

l. Vivo en Pasto, Colembia -~ I live in Pasto, Colombia
2, Vivo en la calle 20 # 26-77 - I live at 26-77, 20th street.
en

3. Vivo la calle 20 - 1 live on 20th street.

W
!
w
s

E

In Spanish the preposition en is used to refer to

a city, to the name of na street and to a specific address.

The preposition sobre (on) is used to indicate the
pogsition of an object on any surface.

La caja esta sobre el sscritaorio

The'bux is gn the desk

Encontre el dineroc sobre el cesped

I found the money on the grass.

The prepositions sobre (on) and en {in) are used
interchangeably.

Mird al gato durmiendo sobre la mesa

Mire al gato durmiendo en la mesa

I saw the cat sleeping on the table

The following examples taken from the written compo-

sitions illustrate some of the problems Spanish speakers

have with the prepositions in, on and at.
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-My classmate Luis come from Venezuela., He is a person
nice, He like me and I like him, He invited to me to go
to Venezuela next summer. He said me he has a big house
in Caracas, He lives in Simon Bolivar avenue, in number 46.

Arr ik r TR

" =1 was born in 24 September 1960 in Veracruz. I am
nineteen years old. My mother was born in 6 April 1940,
She is 39 years old, 1 have one sister, she 1s younger

than 1, she was born in 18962,

Most of the above srrors are dus to interference of
the Spamish, The preposition gﬂ_(in) is used to refer to
different concepts of location, such as: dentro de or egn
(in), seobre (on), en_un lugar especifico (at). Therefore,

Spanish speakers overgeneralize the use of the Spanish
preposition gn and produce ungrammatical sentences as shown

T in the examples here discussed.
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TEACHING TECHNIQUES

The teaching technigues which appear throughout this
second section have been tested in real classroom situations
- with satisfactory results in the process of teaching/
learning English as a second language. Two teaching
technigques are suggested for each problem are. There is
no ome right way to use these techniques. It is up to the
teacher who is going to use them to change them, to adpat
them or te think of his own examples, The teacher is free
to pick and choose the technigues he would like to use,
and he can decide for himself in which order he prefers

LR e AT

to use them.

a, Wrong plural form of regular and irregular nouns,

A, First technigue

A good way aof presanting irregular nouns is to group
together those irregular nouns that have the same charac-
teristics., This grouping makes the various forms easier
for the student to learn, as he has to learn each time
only the group characteristics instead of the individual
form of each noun. For example, nouns that are pluralized

by a change in vowel: foot-feet; tooth-teeth,

These can all be presented in a mini-lesson. The
following mini-lssson is an example of how this could be
accomplished. |

1. Teacher writes the following-paragraph on the

blackboard and then reads it cut loud,

Yesterday morning I met my friend Juan. He had i

an accident twe weeks ago and lost almost all

EEY T E S PR
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i he only has one upper tooth,

*e his doctor pretty soon because
Feet in the accident., His right
ind his left foot is bleeding, -

ints read the paragraph ance out
s gith class any new vocabulary
‘eacher calls particular atten-

11 and singular forms of the

.ar - élUral
feet
teath

dents an exercise where students
blanks with the correct plural
BUNe 240

ught home tuwo yesterday.
as 32 .

paragraph of their own wusing

ups of irregular nouns are

in several mini~lessons, Theay
of two or three according to
ficiency.

al

1
~emen

1essnen

ves)
lves)
|

les)

35
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B. Second technigue

"y picture is worhf a thousand words"™ Confucius,
Pictures cab bs used to help the learners internalize
the plural form of irregular nouns., The fellowing is one
way this could be accomplished.
l. Teacher shows a picture that depicts an irregular
noun and describes its contents briefly (length

of description depends on class level., 3-5 sentences are

suggested, )

A
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This is Mrs. Lopez and Mrs, Castro, They are
very busy women., They work for an internatienal
organization. They are spending their vacation i

in Cali now,

2. Teacher asks questiond based on the description,
2.0e What are the names of the two women in the 3
picture?,

Who do they work for?,
Where are they spending their vacation now?., etc.

3+ Students ask each other questions and then describe

picture.

4, Teacher asks questions in the singular. e.g.
What color is the woman's hat?.
Which weman is taller?. '
Then teacher asks questions in the plural, e.g.

Are the twe womemrwearing glasses? i

Where are the two wémsn going now?.

Teacher calls particuaslar attention to the singular
and plural forms of the irregular nouns discussed.
He may write these forms on the boa=sd.

singular - plural

woman Women

s
5
i
3
:
N
-

5. Class is divided into groups of two or three.
Gne half of the class writes a short stéry using
irregular nouns in the singular form and the other
half writes a short story using nouns in the plural
form, Then students exchange their papsrs for
correction. This may help students internalize

the plural form of irregular nouns,
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Pictures that depict irregular nouns may be ussful
devices for the ESL teacher to helFSpanish speakars become
aware of the fact that some irregular nouns in English have

two different forms: one for the singular and the other

for the plural,

be Deletion of "s®" in the third person singuldr,

present tense,
A. First technigue

1.

2,

Using the sound color chart teacher taps out

a short sentence. e.g., I like coffee. Then has

students say the sentence. A series of similar

sentences can be tapped out using the pronouns:
I, you, we and they. eg.g.

They like coffee.

We play tennis

You eat meat

At the beginning sentences should be kept short
for the sake of clarity and simplicity,

Teacher taps a series of short sentences using
the third person singular. e.qg,

He likes coffes /s/

Mary plays tennis  /z/

She plays tennis /z/

The "s" ending in these sentences is realized
phonetically as two different sounds /s/ and /z/.

Students tap short sentences of their own using
all of the personal pronouns. Bele

e play football

Peter plays tennis

They play tennis

Helen plays tennis
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Teacher taps a few sentences omitting their
subjects. He asks the students to write them in
their notebooks. Then he taps some personal
pronouns and asks the students to supply the
appropriate personal pronouncthat corresponds
to each sentence., e.g.

runs fast

study the lesson

play socder

works hard

(we) (1)
(he) {(she)

Teacher shows scme pictures that depict peopieg.
e.g. he may show a picture of Mary walking to
school. A student is asked to tap a sentence

that describes the picture #n the simple present

tense.

Student : Mary walks to school

Teacher shows a picture of John and Mary walking
to school. A student is asked to tap a sentence
that describes the picture in the simple present

tense. Student: John and figry walk to schopol.

Then students write these sentences in their
notebooks and can write examples of their oun,

In this way students have a chance to use the
appropriate form of the verb according te the
picture being shown, This helps the students
internalize the rule of subject-verb agreement,
(addition of theds ending to the third persgon
singular in the present tense.j

Second Technigue
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This technigue is based on the word charts # 1, 2, 3 and 4,
l. Teacher has students tap a few sentences. =R
They like green rods : g
She speaks with him '

LR A b e

He gives a rod to her g
2. Teacher has students focus on sentences made up §
of the third person singular. e.g. %
She gives a rod to him %
He likes oranges
She puts it back there
he speaks witho her
Teacher calls particular attention to the /s/
or /z/ that has to be tapped out in order to 0
) produce a grammatical sentence,
3., Teacher taps a few sentences omitting their subjects.
Then students are to choose from the charts the
- subjects that correspond to each sentence, In ¥
order to help the students decide which subject

to use, the teacher may show them pictures that
depict pecople. e.g. a picture of a boy would help
a student to use the pronoun he. A picture of
two or threeboys would help the student to use
the pronoun they, etc.,

. give a yellow rod to her

take two brown rods with him

likes it too

‘ want ancother white rod.,

4. Teacher taps a series of sentences leaving out
the "s"™ ending of the third person singular. Then
students are to supply the correct form of the‘uerb. Eele
she give _  a brown rod to him
they want ___ our white rods

he want ______ my sho® rods
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Using the words from the charts have students
create a story from sentences they have uwritten
or read, The story may be written first in the

first person singular. Then the story can be written

in the third person singular,

Type this out and then cut it by sentences into
individual pieces of paper. Then have the students
gets in groups of two or three and put the sentences

in order so that they re-form the story.

The activities above menticned may help the students
meet with awareness the conjugation of verbs in
English. This helps the students hold in their

minds the idea that the third person sinqular

in English adds "s" because of subjesct-verbsagree-
ment,

Wrong pattern for pegative statements

First technique

To introduce a negative statement the tsacher

may point to a "rod sentence®. As the student speaks the

teacher points to the indiwidual rods which represent sach

word, The following is one way this could be accomplished.

1.

First the teacher may review short ssntences in
the affirmative form. e.q.

L] 1 L1 _

Wwe study English
I I I
the boys walk to the park
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Cecil readg a book ;